
 

 

Matthew 1:18-23 

 
 18. “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when 

His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 

came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 

 19. And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not 

wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 

 20. But when he had considered this, behold, and angel of  

the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child 

who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

 21. ‘She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, 

for He will save His people from their sins.’                          

 22. Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 

 23. ‘BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD 

AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS 

NAME IMMANUEL,’ which translated means, ‘GOD WITH 

US.’” 

 

 

 Later this week the whole world recognizes and many 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ into the world.  Although the 

Scriptures do not give us the exact date of His birth, we as 

Christians rejoice in celebration of the fact.  His name was 

called Immanuel, which translated means “God with us.” The 

man Jesus was Jehovah God in the flesh.  This fact is the rock 

upon which the true church of Jesus Christ is built. 

 In this morning’s passage, Matthew 2:18-23, we are given 

the reason why Jesus came to mankind.  The angel of the Lord 



 

 

declares in verse 21, “He will save His people from their sins.”    

Note that the scripture dies not say Jesus came to save us in our 

sins, but instead to save us from our sins. There’s a big 

difference between these two understandings. 

 It is true that Jesus came to be the perfect Lamb of God, to 

shed His blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  No question.  

And it is true that when we are baptized in the name of Jesus for 

the forgiveness of our sins, all our past sins are washed away by 

the blood of Christ.  Then we are to walk in newness of life, by 

the grace of God. 

 Now this is where things begin to get real interesting! 

 After conversion, it is a known fact that Christians do sin.  

And the grace of God well cover the Christians.  But Paul makes 

it very clear in passages such as Romans 6:1, that we are not to 

continue in sin that grace might increase.  No, just the opposite 

is true.  Christians are to overcome sin by the power of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit. 

 Romans 8:13, which is written specifically to Christians, 

puts it this way:  “If you are living according to the flesh you 

must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds 

of the body, you will live.” 

 So, Jesus came to save us from our sins.  Correctly 

understood in the Bible, that means He is the blood-atoning 

Sacrifice for us--to initially remove all our past sins and cleanse 

the vessel of our body so His Holy Spirit can move in and 

empower the person to overcome sin by means of the Spirit’s 

power. 

 So as the Christian matures, sin becomes less and less a 

part of his life.  And so it is that Jesus saves His people from 

their sins. 

 And this is what Jesus rally wants for His birthday--people 



 

 

who are perfecting holiness in their lives in the fear and power 

of God. 

 

 


