
 

 

aired on KALS March 15, 2005 

 

Matthew 23:1-12 

 
1. “Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 

2. saying: ‘The scribes and the Pharisees have seated 

themselves in the chair of Moses; 

3. therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do 

not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do 

not do them. 

4. ‘They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s 

shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to move 

them with so much as a finger. 

5. ‘But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for 

they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of 

their garments. 

6. ‘They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief 

seats in the synagogues, 

7. and respectful greetings in the market places, and being 

called Rabbi by men. 

8. ‘But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, 

and you are all brothers. 

9. ‘Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is 

your Father, He who is in heaven. 

10. ‘Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that 

is, Christ. 

11. ‘But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 



 

 

12. ‘Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and 

whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.’” 

 

 Jesus here teaches against men flaunting titles rather 

than living a life of servitude for God.  Also He touches 

the issue of the intent of our hearts; whether we are pre-

occupied by being seen as religious by men versus getting 

the job done for our Lord Jesus.  These issues obviously 

are very important to Him. 

 When I was a child, I grew up in the Roman Catholic 

church.  My grandma Mae, who was a very Godly, loving 

lady, was a housekeeper and cook for her parish near 

Oakland, CA.  The head priest there was Father Quinnin.  

He was a very kind, joyful man.  I have many fond 

memories of him, and the way he treated me, and my 

brothers and sister.  He always had a positive word to 

share.  I’ll always remember his wonderful smile and 

contagious chuckle. 

 As a junior in college, I first started reading and 

studying the Bible seriously.  When I first hit verse 9 of 

Matthew 23, in which Jesus states, “Do not call anyone on 

earth your father, for One is your Father; He who is in 

heaven,” I was stunned.  Father Quinnin, as well as my 

Grandma Mae, both had died years earlier.  But just the 

thought of calling him “Mr. Quinnin” just didn’t fit.  He 

must have known of this verse, as a student and teacher of 

God’s Word himself. 

 But the Word of Christ is the final authority, and I 



 

 

must now live by God’s Word; rather than by my own 

personal feelings or affections.  That’s just part of 

walking by faith and not by sight. 

  

 In the King James version of the Bible, Psalm 111, 

verse 9, reads, “God sent redemption unto His people:  He 

hath commanded His covenant forever:  Holy and 

Reverend is His name.” 

 Notice the title “Reverend” is God’s name.  Now if 

Jesus had a problem with people using such titles as 

“Rabbi” or “Father,” according to Matthew 23, don’t you 

think God has a problem with religious men using His 

name, Reverend, as a title today?  Any person who takes 

or accepts the title of “Reverend” for himself is either 

ignorant or does not fear God!  “Reverend” is God’s 

name, not a title for men! 

 Ironically, the very next verse in Psalm 111, after 

“Reverend” is stated as God’s name, reads like this:  “The 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good 

understanding have all those who do His commands.” 

 Those who use the title “Reverend,” just like those 

who take the title “Father,” should cause a red-flag to be 

raised in the minds of all Bible-believing, God-fearing 

people.  To follow anyone who takes such titles as 

“Reverend” or “Father,” is to do as Jesus once said, “If 

the blind lead the blind, they both fall into the pit.” 

 

 I remember when I was a new Christian years ago, 



 

 

and worked in a sawmill.  One of the older guys noted my 

zeal and nicknamed me “Reverend.”  He knew it bugged 

me, so he’d kid me all the more.  Each time he’d call me 

Reverend, I started calling him “an old goat”--implying 

Matthew 25.  He was a church-goer, and I think he caught 

on, ‘cause he eventually stopped. 

 Hopefully some of my listeners will also repent, and 

stop using God’s name as a title for men. 


