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Mark 11:15-17 

 
15. “Then they came to Jerusalem.  And He entered the 

temple and began to drive out those who were buying and 

selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the 

money changers and the seats of those who were selling 

doves; 

16. and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise 

through the temple. 

17. and He began to teach and say to them, ‘Is it not 

written, ‘MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE 

OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS’?  But you have 

made it a ROBBER’S DEN.’” 

 

 After clearing the temple, verse 17 indicates Jesus 

“began to teach and say to them, ‘Is it not written, ‘MY 

HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER 

FOR ALL THE NATIONS’?’”  Here Jesus is quoting 

from Isaiah 56.  This passage, in its original context, 

reads, “Also the foreigners who join themselves to the 

LORD, to minister to Him, and to love the name of the 

LORD, to be His servants, every one who keeps from 

profaning the sabbath and holds fast My covenant; even 

those I will bring to My holy mountain and make them 

joyful in My house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and 



 

 

their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; for My 

house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.  

The Lord GOD, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, 

declares, ‘Yet others I will gather to them, to those 

already gathered.’” 

 The prophet then goes on to describe the religious 

leaders of the day:  “His watchmen are blind, all of them 

know nothing.  All of them are mute dogs unable to bark, 

dreamers lying down, who love to slumber; and all the 

dogs are greedy, they are not satisfied.  And they are 

shepherds who have no understanding; they have all 

turned to their own way, each one to his unjust gain, to 

the last one.  ‘Come,’ they say, ‘let us get wine, and let us 

drink heavily of strong drink; and tomorrow will be like 

today, only more so.’” 

 The second part of Jesus’ statement in the temple, 

“But you have made it a robber’s den,” is a quote from 

Jeremiah chapter 7.  Its context reads, “Behold, you are 

trusting in deceptive words to no avail.  Will you steal, 

murder, and commit adultery and swear falsely, and offer 

sacrifices to Baal and walk after other gods that you have 

not known, then come and stand before Me in this house, 

which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are 

delivered!’--that you may do all these abominations?  Has 

this house, which is called by My name, become a den of 

robbers in your sight?  Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” 

declares the LORD.” 

 Thus the prophets foretold the state of the temple and 



 

 

the Jewish religious leadership when Jesus came to His 

people.  Could these prophets also be predicting the state 

of the Lord’s church when He returns? 

 Could it be said of the church today that it is “big 

business,” selling a message of deliverance, while 

condoning and coddling the practice of sin of every kind? 

 Historically, the sale of indulgences in the 1500’s 

built many of the grand cathedrals of Europe.  Today 

these relics stand empty and hollow; many are museums 

catering to the tourist trade. 

 History is obvious to those who have eyes to see. 

 What are we building for our Lord in America today?  

Where is our zeal for the house of God?    


