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John 5:2-14 

 
2. “Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, 

which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five 

porticoes. 

3. In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, 

lame, and withered, (waiting for the moving of the waters; 

4. for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons 

into the pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, 

after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made 

well from whatever disease with which he was afflicted.) 

5. A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight 

years. 

6. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had 

already been a long time in that condition, He said to him, 

‘Do you wish to get well?’ 

7. The sick man answered Him, ‘Sir, I have no man to put 

me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I 

am coming, another steps down before me.’ 

8. Jesus said to him, ‘Get up, pick up your pallet and 

walk.’ 

9. Immediately the man became well, and picked up his 

pallet and began to walk.   

    Now it was the Sabbath on that day. 

10. So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, 



 

 

‘It is the Sabbath, and it is not permissible for you to carry 

your pallet.’ 

11. But he answered them, ‘He who made me well was 

the one who said to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’’ 

12. They asked him, ‘Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?’ 

13. But the man who was healed did not know who it was, 

for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in 

that place. 

14. Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to 

him, ‘Behold, you have become well; do not sin anymore, 

so that nothing worse happens to you.’” 

 

 Notice in this passage Jesus asked the lame man, “Do 

you wish to get well?” in verse 6.  At first glance, this 

seems to be a ridiculous question--of course the man 

wanted to be healed.  This man had been ailing for thirty-

eight years and had obviously tried to get in the pool to 

healed for some time.  So why would Scripture record for 

all posterity Jesus asking the lame man, “Do you wish to 

get well?” 

 Think about it.  There is nothing new under the sun.  

Human nature has not changed in the last 2000 years.  

People may claim that they want to be healed, and even 

go through all the motions.  But do they really?  Many 

today who are on disability or welfare don’t really want to 

be healed or saved from their current condition, because 

they would loose their free money and benefits.  They 



 

 

might even have to go to work! 

 But what is more serious, is this same condition of 

heart in the spiritual realm.  Many today want to be saved 

while they are still in their sins.  They want God’s grace 

to cover them while they keep on sinning, and they expect 

God to give them eternity in heaven without their ever 

turning away from sin. 

 As Jesus often did after He healed someone 

physically, He goes on to give that person a spiritual truth.  

In this case Jesus later found the man in the temple and 

told him, “Behold, you have become well; do not sin 

anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 

 When Jesus heals someone, either physically or 

spiritually, His ultimate purpose is that the one healed 

stops sinning and starts living for God.  As Jesus warns in 

this morning’s passage, “So that nothing worse happens 

to you.” 

 According to His gospel, Jesus went to the cross to 

heal all men of the fatal disease of sin.  I Peter 2:24 puts it 

this way, “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” 


