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II Thessalonians 1:3-10 

 
3. “We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 

brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly 

enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one 

another grows ever greater; 

4. therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among 

the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the 

midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you 

endure. 

5. This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment 

so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of 

God, for which indeed you are suffering. 

6. For after all it is only just for God to repay with 

affliction those who afflict you, 

7. and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as 

well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven 

with His mighty angels in flaming fire,  

8. dealing out retribution to those who do not know God 

and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus. 

9. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away 

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power, 

10. when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that 



 

 

day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed--

for our testimony to you was believed.” 

 

 When Paul wrote these words to the Christians at 

Thessalonica, they were enduring much persecution for 

their faith in Jesus.  Paul comforts and encourages them 

by stating that God will bring about justice and make 

things right when Jesus returns.  According to verse 7, 

those Christians being afflicted will be given relief. 

 This passage goes on to describe Jesus’ return from 

heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire.  Verse 8 

states Jesus will deal out retribution to those who do not 

know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus.  Verse 9 goes on to state that those who 

do not know God and those who do not obey the gospel of 

Jesus Christ “will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, 

away from the presence of the Lord.” 

 So while many Scriptures indicate a person must 

believe the gospel of Christ to be saved, this passage of 

Scripture indicates that one must also obey the gospel of 

Jesus. 

 Remember the gospel is defined in I Corinthians 

15:1-8 as the death, burial, resurrection, and appearance 

of Jesus. 

 So how does a person “obey” the gospel of Christ?  

 Romans 6:1-5 reveals God’s directions on how one 

obeys the gospel, as Paul writes to Christians concerning 

their overcoming of sin.  The Scripture states, “What shall 



 

 

we say then?  Are we to continue in sin so that grace may 

increase?  May it never be!  How shall we who died to sin 

still live in it?  Or do you not know that all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized 

into His death?  Therefore we have been buried with Him 

through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too 

might walk in newness of life.  For if we have become 

united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we 

shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection.” 

 Here a person dies to sin initially, which has to do 

with the process of repentance.  Then according to 

Romans 6:3 the individual is baptized into Christ’s death.  

Verse 4 states, “Therefore we have been buried with 

Christ through baptism.”  The resurrection is portrayed as 

the person comes up out of the water.  The appearance 

and proof of the individual’s resurrection comes as he 

“walks in newness of life.”  Verse 5 summarizes this 

enactment of the gospel in this way:  “For if we have 

become united with Him in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 

resurrection.” 

 Have you obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ, exactly 

as Jesus has had it written in His New Testament? 


