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II Peter 3:10-18 

 
10. “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in 

which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the 

elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth 

and its works will be burned up. 

11. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, 

what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and 

godliness,  

12. looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by 

burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

13. But according to His promise we are looking for new 

heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

14. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and 

blameless, 

15. and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just 

as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom 

given him, wrote to you, 

16. as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these 

things, in which are some things hard to understand, 

which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also 

the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

17. You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be 



 

 

on your guard so that you are not carried away by the 

error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 

steadfastness, 

18. but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and 

to the day of eternity.  Amen.” 

 

 This passage is a divinely worded warning about the 

writings of the apostle Paul.  Verse 16 states that Paul’s 

letters contain “some things” which are “hard to 

understand.”  Verse 15 identifies these things which are 

hard to understand as issues concerning salvation from the 

Lord. 

 This passage in II Peter then goes on to point out that 

“the untaught and unstable” will distort Paul’s letters with 

regard to salvation, along with “the rest of the Scriptures 

to their own destruction.” 

 The word “untaught” used in this passage does not 

necessarily denote illiteracy--not being able to read or 

write.  But instead it refers to a person who is not 

scholarly, or what some would call “learned.”  Paul 

himself was a scholar, trained under Gamaliel, one of the 

foremost teachers of his day, and Paul’s writings reflect 

his great training. Those today without a solid 

understanding of language dynamics, and particularly 

grammar, often misunderstand Paul’s letters. 

 Biblically speaking, the untaught would include those 

who do not have a thorough grasp of the elementary 



 

 

teachings of the New Testament as stated in Hebrews 

5:11-6:2, which are listed as: 1. repentance from dead 

works, 2. faith toward God, 3. instruction about washings, 

4. laying on of hands, 5. the resurrection from the dead, 

and 6. eternal judgment. 

 The term “unstable” as used in this passage denotes 

those who are immature, not having been rooted and 

grounded in the word of God.  Ephesians 4:14 describes 

the Biblically unstable as “children, tossed here and there 

by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 

the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.”  

In other words they are easily and quickly moved, and are 

subject to change. 

 James describes them as lacking true Bible faith:  

“The one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and 

tossed by the wind.  For let not that man expect to receive 

anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, 

unstable in all his ways.”  James 1:6-8 

 Please note that Jesus specifically gave the keys to 

the kingdom of heaven to Peter, according to Matthew 

16:19, and not Paul! 

 One of the final keys in II Peter concerns the 

possibility of misunderstanding and distortion of Paul’s 

letters, especially with respect to salvation. 

 In light of II Peter 3:15-16, it is a wonder to me why 

anyone would use Paul’s letters--which are complicated, 

hard to understand, and meant for Christians--to lead an 

unsaved person to Christ. 



 

 

 The passage concludes by saying, “Be on your guard 

lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, 

you fall from your own steadfastness!” 


