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I Timothy 5:1-8 

 
1. “Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal 

to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, 

2. the older women as mothers, and the younger women 

as sisters, in all purity. 

3. Honor widows who are widows indeed; 

4. but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they 

must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own 

family and to make some return to their parents; for this is 

acceptable in the sight of God. 

5. Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left 

alone, has fixed her hope on God and continues in 

entreaties and prayers night and day. 

6. But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead 

even while she lives. 

7. Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be 

above reproach. 

8. But if anyone does not provide for his own, and 

especially for those of his household, he has denied the 

faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” 

 

 In giving instruction to the young evangelist 

Timothy, the apostle Paul gives insight into how we need 

to relate to one another in the Lord’s church.  First to the 



 

 

young evangelist, who is responsible for pioneering and 

establishing congregations for the Lord, Paul writes, “Do 

not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him 

as a father, to the younger men as brothers, the older 

women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in 

all purity.” 

 Next the Scriptures share how widows are to be 

honored.  The implication here is that honor includes 

taking care of them in their old age.  The needs of elderly 

widows are to be provided by the church, if the widow’s 

family can not.  Verse 4 states it this way:  “But if any 

widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn 

to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make 

some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the 

sight of God.” 

 So in God’s economy, adults are to take care of their 

parents when their parents are no longer able to take care 

of themselves.  This corresponds to the obligation their 

parents had to take care of them when they were babies 

and could not take care of themselves. 

 Within this context, God then gives His resounding 

statement in verse 8:  “But if anyone does not provide for 

his own, and especially for those of his household, he has 

denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  Here 

the importance of a dad taking care of his own household; 

which includes his wife and children, is spelled out by our 

Father in heaven. 

 Any man who does not provide at least the basic 



 

 

necessities--food shelter, and clothing for his family to 

name the most obvious--has denied the faith and is worse 

than an unbeliever.  In other words, any man who claims 

to be a Christian must provide for the children he has 

sired until they are grown up enough to provide for 

themselves.  Dead beat dads who call themselves 

Christians are a blight to the name of Christ and our 

Father above.  God’s word is very clear here:  The man 

who bears the name of Christ and forsakes his family will 

burn in the hottest parts of hell forever.  (Check it out for 

yourselves--I Timothy 5:8.) 

 I earnestly admonish all those who have ears to hear, 

by the very word of God--to take care of your families.  

As Jesus Himself stated in His first recorded sermon, “By 

your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.”  As 

it has been humorously said, “Take good care of your 

children; they will be deciding on you nursing home.” 

 Each one of us will reap according to what we have 

sown.  How we treat our family has the greatest of 

consequences:  now and forever. 

  


