
 

 

aired on KALS August 16, 2005 

 

I John 2:15-17 

 
15. “Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him. 

16. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 

lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from 

the Father, but is from the world. 

17. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the 

one who does the will of God lives forever.” 

 

 Whenever the Bible speaks of the world, it does not 

always refer to the earth in the physical sense as being the 

third planet from the sun.  But rather the phrase “the 

world” is often used in a spiritual sense.  Today’s 

Scripture gives us God’s spiritual definition of “the 

world.”  Verse 16 reads, “For all that is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride 

of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  So 

by God’s definition, the world consists of three things: the 

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and boastful pride. 

 The late Don DeWelt, founder of College Press, once 

described each of the three in the following manner.  The 

lust of the flesh involves food and sex.  The lust of the 

eyes includes anything you can buy.  And the boastful 



 

 

pride of life involves anything you do to make your 

neighbor envious.  I like these applications because they 

are simple, tangible, and accurate to the rest of Scripture. 

 I John 2:15 states that “if anyone loves the world or 

the things of the world, the love of God is not in Him.”  

James 4:4 concurs with this sentiment, as follows: “Do 

you not know that friendship with the world is hostility 

toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 

the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 

 It is easy to see, therefore, that these three 

components of the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of 

the eyes, and boastful pride, are (also) categories of sin 

and temptation.  When Jesus was tempted by the devil 

shortly after His baptism, the three temptations recorded 

in Luke 4:1-13 correspond exactly with the three things of 

the world given in today’s passage (I John 2:16). 

 When Jesus was hungry, the devil said to Him, “If 

you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  

Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE 

ON BREAD ALONE.’”  Along these same lines, Esau 

succumbed to the lust of the flesh, selling his birthright 

for a bowl of stew.  How many Christians have sold out to 

satisfy their belly, or for the other lust of the flesh, sexual 

immorality? 

 The second category of temptation and sin, the lust of 

the eyes, is exemplified when the devil “showed Jesus all 

the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time” and 

offered to give it all to Jesus if He would fall down and 



 

 

worship Satan.  Jesus of course refused, saying, “It is 

written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR 

GOD AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’”  Today’s advertising 

media has certainly capitalized on this lust, enticing 

people into discontentment, debt, and bondage. 

 The last category of the world’s temptations regards 

the boastful pride of life.  The devil had Jesus stand on the 

top of the temple and dared Him to throw Himself down.  

Jesus responded with Deuteronomy 6:16: “YOU SHALL 

NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.”  

Worldly pride often puts God to the test.  But it is humble 

obedience that pleases God. 

 The God of this world, Satan, constantly offers the 

things of this world as bait.  If we will only take our eyes 

off of things that are above and sell out to the devil, he 

will give us the things of this world.  This is comparable 

to Peter Minuit buying Manhattan Island from the natives 

in 1626 for some beads, cloth, and shiny trinkets.  Or a 

better example still, might be the disease-laced blankets 

given to the Indians of the southeast when they were 

moved to Oklahoma. 

 Today’s Scripture prompts the question: “Are you 

living on the world’s trail of tears, or following the 

upward call of God?” 


