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Ezekiel 33:1-9 

 
1. “And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2. ‘Son of man, speak to the sons of your people and say 

to them, ‘If I bring a sword upon a land, and the people of 

the land take one man from among them and make him 

their watchman, 

3. and he sees the sword coming upon the land and blows 

on the trumpet and warns the people,  

4. then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and does 

not take warning, and a sword comes and takes him away, 

his blood will be on his own head. 

5. ‘He heard the sound of the trumpet but did not take 

warning; his blood will be on himself.  But had he taken 

warning, he would have delivered his life. 

6. ‘But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does 

not blow the trumpet and the people are not warned, and a 

sword comes and takes a person from them, he is taken 

away in his  iniquity; but his blood I will require from the 

watchman’s hand.’ 

7. ‘Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you a 

watchman for the house of Israel; so you will hear a 

message from My mouth and give them warning from 

Me. 

8. ‘When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will 



 

 

surely die,’ and you do not speak to warn the wicked from 

his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his 

blood I will require from your hand. 

9. ‘But if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn 

from his way and he does not turn from his way, he will 

die in his iniquity, but you have delivered your life.’” 

 

 In a real sense, all of us who study the Word of God 

to know the Lord’s will are like the watchman in this 

passage.  Those of us who are parents, the Lord has called 

to be watchmen over our children.  And we are our 

neighbors’ keeper, in that we must warn those who are 

lost and don’t know the Word of God, that Jesus is come 

back to earth to judge the nations, as well as individuals. 

  

 And in a real sense our own salvation depends on 

warning others.  According to this passage, if we do not 

warn others, when we have the opportunity and are called 

to do so, we will bear at least some of the consequences 

of their condemnation.  As I Corinthians 3:15 states, “If 

any man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he 

himself may be saved, yet as through fire.”  Let’s make 

sure their blood is not on our heads! 

 So, in one sense we are all watchmen, and indeed our 

brother’s keeper in the sense of sharing the Word of God 

with our neighbors. 

 But in another sense, some are called or “appointed” 

to be watchmen by the Lord--in the sense that Ezekiel was 



 

 

a prophet.  Today these people are leaders in the church--

evangelists, pastors, and teachers.  Hebrews 13:17 calls 

Christians to heed, and even “obey” these men. 

 

 As we look to the new year coming, let us sound the 

trumpet, so to speak, across our great land.  The Lord is 

coming soon, and He is coming quickly.  The Scriptures 

tell us He is coming with His mighty angels--first to deal 

out retribution to those who do not know God, and to 

those who have not obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

And secondly, He is coming for salvation to those of us 

who eagerly await Him. 

 As the prophet Amos once said, “I may not be a 

prophet, nor the son of a prophet.”  But the times are self-

evident--2004 may be the year of Christ’s return. 

 And so we say, “Amen, come Lord Jesus.” 

 


