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Ephesians 5:21-33 

 
21. “and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 

22. Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the 

Lord. 

23. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also 

is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of 

the body. 

24. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the 

wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 

25. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 

the church and gave Himself up for her, 

26. so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 

the washing of water with the word, 

27. that He might present to Himself the church in all her 

glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 

that she would be holy and blameless. 

28. So husbands ought also to love their own wives as 

their own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves 

himself; 

29. for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 

cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 

30. because we are members of His body. 

31. FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS 

FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED 



 

 

TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME 

ONE FLESH. 

32. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with 

reference to Christ and the church. 

33. Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to 

love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see 

to it that she respects her husband.” 

 

 In this passage Christian marriage is paralleled to the 

covenant relationship between Christ and His church.  As 

such, we learn much through our marriages about our role 

as Christians, as well as our being a husband or a wife. 

 Notice in this portion of Scripture only two full 

verses and a small portion of two other verses are directed 

specifically to the wife.  While nine verses are devoted to 

the role of the husband. 

 Verses 22 and 24 call wives to be subject to their own 

husbands.  The word translated here in the Greek is 

“hupotasso” and is rendered “subject to”, “submit”, or 

“submissive” in various New Testament passages.  The 

word means “to place under or yield to the authority, or 

power of another; yielding obedience.” 

 It is important to note that sandwiched between these 

two verses, in verse 23, God gives instruction to the 

husband which makes submission by his wife both 

reasonable and doable: “For the husband is the head of the 

wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself 

being the Savior of the body.” 



 

 

 The husband’s being the Savior of the body is further 

defined in verse 25 which states: “Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her.”  So the husband’s self-sacrifice for 

his wife and family will enable the wife to whole-

heartedly yield to her husband. 

 At the end of verse 27 we also have a phrase directed 

to wives: “that she should be holy and blameless.”  The 

instruction here is for wives to be pure and clean in body, 

mind, and spirit.  Also her reputation is to be above 

question and very honorable. 

 Today’s passage concludes with these words: “The 

wife must see to it that she respects her husband.”  The 

word respect used here means: “regard for and 

appreciation of worth; honor; esteem indicating 

deference; courteous regard.”  As any man knows, the 

respect his wife has for him really bolsters his self-

esteem, spiritually strengthens his backbone, and enables 

him to reach his full potential as a man.  For the Christian 

this culminates in a full self-sacrifice for the service of 

others, and especially to his wife and family.  And so the 

saying is true: “Alongside every good man stands a good 

woman.” 


