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Ephesians 2:1-10 

 
1. “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 

2. in which you formerly walked according to the course 

of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 

air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. 

3. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of 

our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the 

rest. 

4. But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, 

5. even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 

alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  

6. and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  

7. so that in the ages to come He might show the 

surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus. 

8. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

9. not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

10. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that 



 

 

we would walk in them.” 

  

 Here we have God’s beautiful statement concerning 

His grace and our glorious salvation in Christ Jesus.  

Grace is defined here in terms of God being “rich in 

mercy” and “His great love with which He loved us.”  

Also we learn that grace is designed to show God’s 

“kindness towards us, who are in Christ.”  It has been 

rightly said: What water is to a fish, grace is to the 

Christian. 

 The statement “by grace you have been saved” is 

made twice in this passage of Scripture.  First in verse 5 

and again in verse 8.  After the restatement of the truth 

“by grace you have been saved” the inspired apostle adds 

“through faith” in verse 8.  Hence the statement “for by 

grace you have been saved through faith.”  Paul addresses 

this same issue in Romans 5:1 and 2, which sheds light on 

the relationship of “grace” and “faith”:  “Therefore, 

having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we 

have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in 

which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of 

God.”  Faith then is the means by which the individual 

obtains or enters into the grace of God. 

 To this primary thought, Paul then digresses and 

adds, “And that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not 

as a result of works, that no one should boast.”  

Contextually and grammatically the phrase refers to the 



 

 

grace of God--not faith.  Biblical faith requires the 

participation and free-will involvement on the part of the 

individual--whereas grace does not depend on the person 

at all, but on God alone.  Grace is God’s part, faith is 

man’s part in the salvation equation. 

 That grace is not of ourselves.  Truly our salvation 

depends on God’s grace--His love, His mercy, and His 

kindness towards us.  It is the gift of God.  Grace is not a 

result of works, that no man should boast.  Paul carries 

this thought again in Titus 3:5: “He saved us, not on the 

basis of deeds we have done in righteousness, but 

according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” 

 


