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Acts 2:42-47 

 
42. “They were continually devoting themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 

43. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many 

wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 

44. And all those who had believed were together and had 

all things in common; 

45. and they began selling their property and possessions 

and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have 

need. 

46. Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, 

and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking 

their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 

47. praising God and having favor with all the people.  

And the Lord was adding to their number day by day 

those who were being saved.” 

 

 This passage of Scripture describes the depth of 

fellowship that the first century church enjoyed.  In 

context, earlier in Acts chapter 2, Peter preached the first 

gospel sermon on the day of Pentecost, and about 3,000 

souls were baptized into Christ according to verse 41. 

 This first congregation of Christians in Jerusalem 



 

 

consisted of devout Jews.  Many had traveled from 

various parts of the world to celebrate the feast of 

Pentecost, which commemorated the beginning of the 

harvest season.  Many of these first Christians decided to 

stay at Jerusalem rather than go home as they had 

originally planned, in order to participate in the teaching 

of the apostles and grow in the faith. 

 For this reason we read: “They began selling their 

property and possessions and were sharing them with all, 

as anyone might have need.” v.45  Later Acts 4:34 and 35 

also describes how they took care of one another in that 

1st congregation of Christians there at Jerusalem; “For 

there was not a needy person among them, for all who 

were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring 

the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet 

and they would distribute to each as any had need.” 

 Now some have taken these verses out of context and 

have submitted that the church should be an on-going 

socialist type of community, where everyone sells all their 

property and then receives from the church leadership 

according to their need.  Such a model for the church is 

not Scriptural for several reasons.  Notice in the passages 

we have read individuals sold their private property 

voluntarily and gave to the church.  In a socialist system, 

private property is mandatorially confiscated by the 

community, whether the owner wants to give it or not. 

 Also note that this sharing in Acts chapters 2 and 4, 

was for a specific, temporary need.  After the church in 



 

 

Jerusalem had grown and individuals had been 

sufficiently trained to carry the gospel to others, a great 

persecution occurred in Jerusalem following the stoning 

of Stephen.  Acts 8:1 tells us: “On that day a great 

persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and 

they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 

and Samaria.” 

 But the example of this first congregation of 

Christians as portrayed in the book of Acts chapters 2 and 

4 is still very significant.  Their fellowship and care for 

one another was the main reason why they grew so 

rapidly and strong.  As Jesus had stated in John 13:35, 

“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 

 And  so it is for the church today.  Christians are to 

use their private property for the good of the church and 

provide for the needs of the people within the 

congregation.  We are to be of one mind in the public 

assemblies, and fellowship with one another at meal times 

in our homes.  That is the true nature of the fellowship 

these first Christians enjoyed and continually devoted 

themselves to.  And so also should we. 


