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The Eternal Purpose

The concept of eternity goes well beyond the godsgur human
minds. To conceive of time extending forever batfobe and after any
given point of “now” overwhelms the imagination.| Ale have ever known
has a beginning and an end: nothing our physiceleseengage remains
constant or lasts forever.

Eternity exists in the realm of faith, the unseBme apostle Paul once
wrote: ‘the things which are seen are temporal, but thegkwhich are not
seen are eternal”In the entire physical universe, only the mind @frm
could ever approach or even consider the realignogternity. Yet
Solomon, one of the wisest men who ever livededt#tat eternity has been
“set” in our heart$. And phrases like “before the foundation of theldib
and “in the ages to come” have been placed befarkimd for many
centuries’

In considering an eternal purpose, a reason octgefor our
existence, mankind has the natural tendency thiseself as the center of
all things. This parallels our positioning in theas system. Initially man
conceived that the earth was the center of theausdr the sun, planets and
stars revolved around the earth. This would bentltaral expectation.
Natural man sees himself as the center of the tseyso why not his home
planet? But of course Nicholas Copernicus (147331 %sund the truth of
the matter scientifically, that the earth revolaesund the sun. We are not
the center of the universe, nor are we even theecehour small solar
system. In fact we are but one of several plamatslving around our pivot
star, the sun.

And so it is spiritually with us as well. Many bale and teach that
the salvation of man contains the main, even goigose and
preoccupation of our Creator. But as one understdraltrue nature of
God’s eternal purpose, our salvation becomes meelefas the means by
which God accomplishes His objective, rather thaindpthe end in and of
itself. This startling point comes to the followingnclusion: It is not all
about us!

In 1543 Copernicus published his paper entitled tidmRevolution
of the Celestial Spheres.” He determined that timed®es not orbit the
earth, but rather “the earth rotates on its axds anth the other planets in

111 Corinthians 4:18.
2 Ecclesiastes 3:11.
% Ephesians 1:4, 2:7.



the solar system, revolves around the suhlistory records that this and
subsequent writings caused what is often refeopesdstthe “Copernican
Revolution,”® in which the whole scientific paradigm of astronowas
radically changed. Once we understand our proeegh reference to
God’s eternal purpose, not as being the centea ety important
component part, we will embark upon a spiritual &oycan revolution of
sorts. And this promises to change everything!

This paper proposes to first introduce the perplgsituation in
which we find ourselves, then examine the Biblaafinition of God’s
stated purpose for creating mankind. Specificalgietailed examination of
Ephesians 3:8-12 and its context lie at the cesfteur study. This passage
contains the following statementttfe manifold wisdom of God might now
be made known through the church to the rulersaurttiorities in the
heavenlies in accordance withe eternal purpos&® The paper closes with
an appeal for further research, development, argbpal application of this
most vital and exciting subject.

Life Questions and Reality

“Who am 1?” “Why am | here?” These comprise kiad’'s most
fundamental quest for truth. When it comes toifigdmeaning in life, there
are no deeper questions. Time and again, we fingebtves grasping for the
answers. These gnaw at the very core of our baimdjjmpel us to continue
the search for self-identity and purpose.

Each one of us experiences life as a gradual amafiawareness,
beginning with the sounds of our mother’s voice hadting heart while we
are still in the womb. Successive stages of phigi@avth in the womb
culminate in the eruption of birth. Slowly our ses pick up and define our
bodily sphere: from not being able to see our oamcdhin front of our face,
to seeing it, then realizing that hand is minepdst of me! Rapidly a
personality reveals itself, along with walking aatking usually in our first
year.

The *“terrific twos” and “delightful threes” give wdo the pivotal
fourth and fifth years of our life here. | rememlber daughter’s
guestioning, especially during her fourth year iité repetitive “Why?”
Whenever a question would be answered and confirhexchext response

* Wikipedia, Nicolaus Copernicuén the Revolution of Celestial Spheten.wikipedia.org, June 2010).
® Ibid.
® Ephesians 3:10 quoteldold lettering added here and throughout paper for emphasis.



was another “Why?” The best that even an Einsteuridcdo to finally settle
her questioning would be to use the statement, dBse God made it that
way.” At this point we hope our little ones arentent with this
explanation... at least for the time being.

| will never forget bringing our oldest son Stephtren all of five
years old, to the small town where | graduated fhogi school. They were
celebrating Heritage Days, which commemorates skebshment of our
town. Main Street was blocked off from car traffienders lined the
sidewalks, music blared, and people were dancitigarstreet. As we
approached the crowd on foot, Stephen stoppediipiniands on his hips,
and demanded in a loud deliberate voice: “Whabiagjon here?” My wife
and | looked at each other and broke out in laughte

Little did he understand just how profound thatsjios really is!
Once we become self-aware, the next question weviaed for has to do
with “What in the world is going on here anyway?s Aur life accelerates
through puberty, the teen years, the twenties aologbly marriage, the
thirties and raising children, the forties and ¢oag young adults, and the
decades on into life’s golden years, these questiegarding life’s purpose
and meaning recycle themselves over and over.

Even in the best of lives, every one of us facgagss, tragedy,
loneliness, fear, pain, and gut-wrenching sorrdAval when one considers
the recent past of the twentieth century; the hewsliof thousands
slaughtered by Hitler, the millions assassinate®tajin, and the tens of
millions starved to death by Mddhe desperation for reasonable answers to
the questions of life escalates dramatically. Dyithre last century localized
genocide has scourged every continent on the faite @arth. Even in
times of relative peace, every neighborhood orhdaas its share of theft,
rape, vandalism, and murder.

Personally, the sting of death penetrates mostlylegp those of us
who remain alive. They say there is nothing wadlns@ the loss of a child.
I've never experienced this pain, but I've seemstoen on work crews
break down and cry uncontrollably when the subgacbhe up. Whether it is
a freak accident, a senseless presidential warpatd-headed cancer, the
loss never totally heals. Oh! The unnatural oafet, the unfairness of a
life never lived-out as it should have been, cotsavagely a wound that
refuses to close.

The greatest tragedy I've ever experienced in fieyslo far has been
the suicide of my brother Larry. Fourteen montbsnger than me, we

 Although these numbers are unbelievable in maryswihiey are probably too low. Only God knows for
sure.



bunked together all through our childhood yearsnmees of forts and
pillow fights, confiding talks, camping trips, fislg, school bus trips, and
families being raised, gathered for Christmas.n'dinink I'll ever lose the
raw edge of the initial impact; the wrenching gairp loss of breath, the
emptiness full of sorrow that came with the newtarty’s leaving us.

Then came the inevitable repeated wonderings:rind mistakes | made...
we made... that he made. Our folks went to theivgganore than a decade
later, still shell-shocked and staggering.

Steve Doty, president and founder of DirectConkienanitatrian
Aid, travels the world over bringing medical supgliand hope to some of
the most ravaged areas of our planet. He speaksmtn in Kosovo who
have a “thousand-yard staf€Their husbands and sons are no more. In
many cases their young boys were ripped from tans to be executed
before their very eyes. Oh! How great our presankmkess!

So why would a merciful and loving God allow subimgs?
Certainly these things are not beyond His conifbls desperate question
echoes throughout all generations of humanity m®st a cliché. And a
cliché it would certainly be, if the tragic readisi of this life were not so
fresh and raw a repeated sting. Again, with evesatgr resolve, we ask the
guestion: “Why?”

In this life we all experience a bit of hell, sowfeus more than others.
On the other hand, every person tastes a bit ofdmeas well. The sweet
love of a lifelong mate, the warm sunshine on alfrepring day, summer
hikes on fragrant forest trails, jumping into a lcomuntain lake on a hot
August afternoon. A child absorbed in play remind$rom where we have
come, and quite possibly, where we are going. ®hikg these, the good
things of life, most all of us enjoy.

This life is a mixture. It's like floating an unknm river; times of
smooth, peaceful sailing, other times rapids fdafa loud. We never
know what lies around the next bend. And eventualigtal waterfall sucks
us over. So what'’s the point?

As adults pondering our situation, we find thig li6 be an irony of
contrasts. On one hand the universe around usshbptecise order and
predictability. The stars and planets move withhaatatical accuracy, the
laws of physics remain constant to any observangitime, and logic
always works to reasonable ends. But at the saneetérrible things happen
to the best of people. Books entitled When Bad g&idappen to Good

8 Quoted from message, Oregon Family camp, Feb..2888viewed for verification, Montana Family
Camp, Sept. 2010.



People and songs with lyrics like “Only the Goo@ ¥ioung” generate
enormous sales because they hit the mark. Thisisizonsistency
constitutes our most basic human dilemma.

Each one of us knows innately, down deep, thagthshould be
different. Situations down here on earth in theahcethical sense are not
as they should be. Political and social forcex<f@nge, regardless of what
that change may entail or become, drive populalistec movements in
every generation. But for all of our efforts markseems to end up further
removed from the ideal than when we first starésdwith the French
Revolution’ But whatever the instance, the drive that movepleecomes
from a deep-seated awareness that things areinanfastices comprise the
status quo, and there must be something bettepetlple, regardless of
time in history, culture, or social position seftisis. We somehow know
there has to be an ideal, somewhere or sometirfer; mo other reason than
man can conceive of it. And of courséhere andhow we look for our
answers makes all the difference!

The Bible

The sixty-six individual writings, or bookshich make up today’s
Bible canon claim to be the Word of God. These lsos&re written over a
span of fifteen hundred years by forty differenthaus of various
background, social position, nationality, histofitae frame, and
geographic location. As the Word of God, the Bileports to have been
written word-for-word directly from the mind of ti&reator. One of the
main writers, the apostle Paul, explains the podas way:

“but just as it is written, THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR
HAS NOT HEARD, AND WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HESRTMAN,

ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE H#@r to us
God revealed them through the Spirit; for the $@eiarches all

things, even the depths of God. For who among mewskthe
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man kvisen him? Even

so the thoughts of God no one knows except the 8pod. Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but 8prit who is from
God, so that we may know the things freely givarstby God, which
things we also speak, notwordstaught by human wisdom, but those

° One of history’s most senseless bloodbaths, 178®-lwhich resulted in much worse conditions far th
people afterwards. The Russian Revolution of 19audladvbe another appropriate example; as Lenin, then
Stalin, proved to oppress the people much morergvihan any of the czars.



taught by the Spirit combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual
words” (I Corinthians 2:9-13).

If we use the Bible to unfold and answer life’sibagiestions, first
we must come to grips with the Bible’s function atesign. First the Bible
does not set out to prove the existence of a ar€&xd. This fact is
assumed. Romans 1:20 statd=or‘since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divinature, have been clearly
seen, being understood through what has been rsadbat they are
without excuse.Therefore the creation itself proves the existerfce
transcendent Creator to the honest, reasonablerhommal. Currently the
scientific field of study referred to as “intelligedesign®® frames the
necessary technical evidences for the existenGodf

Secondly, the Bible presumes to contain “all thipggaining to life
and godliness” (Il Peter 1:4). Certainly then tloei@ure must contain
sufficient information to satisfactorily answer st basic questions of
life, including who we are and why we are hereadidition, Jesus
expounded this fact in a statement to His discifdesd in John 15:15:No
longer do | call you slaves, for the slave doeskmmw what his master is
doing; but | have called you friends, for all thewthat | have heard from My
Father | have made known to yout’ other words, Jesus promises that
those close to Him, those whom He considers asdsiewill have access to
insider information. This insider information indes not only what we are
to do but also what the Father is doing and, nrapbrtantly for our
discussion here, why!

So an understandable, cogent presentation of assaeur most vital
guestions must not only be obtainable in God’s Wbt also even
expected! This is exactly what we find, and wilhtiaue to discover in the
Scriptures. And so our expectation to understandi<zeternal purpose
becomes very real and attainable.

Thirdly, God’s word must be provable beyond a reabte doubt to
the reasoning mind. This proof comes in many foowth outside of and
within the Bible itself. Archeology, history, andience all verify the truth
of God’s word. Jesus Himself said, “Thy word ist¥uw(John 17:17). But
ultimately the proof that the Bible is the one amdly Word of God must
come from within the text itself. Prophesy stateecsely and in great
detail, then fulfilled exactly as foretold, oftenridreds or even thousands of
years later, provides the objective backbone obfpidp until the discovery

19 See Appendix I, Expelled: No Intelligence Allowedd The Privileged Planet




of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, many scofferglegththe authenticity of
ancient Biblical prophecy. Today any honest andarable critic of the
Scriptures must acknowledge the legitimacy of fieddi Bible prophecy as
unique and miraculous indeed. Only an all-know@wd who transcends
time and space could make the predictions fouridarBible and be 100%
accurate in every case. And this is what histogecisely records.

Many books have been written to prove that theeBib] or must be,
the word of God._Proof that The Bible is the Wofdsod}* which we use
and recommend, provides a good starting placéhiosérious student.
Appendix | provides a short list of recommendedksoand movies on this
subject.

The other, more subjective, means of proof comeisan
transformation of individual lives. | Thessalorse?i13 states it in this way:
“For this reason we also constantly thank God thia¢nvyou received the
word of God which you heard from us, you acceptedt as the word of
men, but for what it really is, the word of God,iethalsoperforms its work
in you who believe.This work of transformation comes from the renewing
of our minds supernaturally. Many Scriptures ddscand verify this
process of transformation, including Ephesians 42&8nans 12:2, and Il
Corinthians 3:18.

If and when one researches the facts and concthdethe Bible truly
comes from God therafl things pertaining to life and godlings$ avail
themselves to the committed student of the Word.d&d has designed the
Word so that intellectual study and research alwitienot guarantee correct
insight and mastery of understanding. Jesus Hfmspeke out-loud to His
Father at one point, obviously so that those arddinaicould hear: Fpraise
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that YoweHadden these things
from the wise and intelligent and have revealedrthe infants. Yes, Father,
for this way was well-pleasing in Your sigh{fflatthew 11:25-26) Rather,
the heart condition of the reader of God’s Worcdaines the degree of
understanding and enlightenment he receives. Mabtel2 puts it this
way: “For the word of God is living and active and sharffen any two-
edged sword, and piercing as far as the divisiosafl and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and able to judge the thouglmd atentions of the
heart.”

With these things in mind, we now turn to the BittdeIf.

1 Jay WilsonProof that the Bible is the Word of G@Bozeman, 2007), 40 pp.
21 Peter 1:3



Definitions

The phrase “the eternal purpose” occuhg omne time in both the King
James(KJV) and New American Standard(NASB) traimsiatof the Bible,
buried in the middle of Paul’s letter to the ChuathEphesus, chapter three,
verse eleven. Verse eleven readsirf.accordance with the eternal
purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus ourd.a” A thorough study
of this phrase, its context, and related Scriptunigeveal and define
God'’s purpose for mankind and the creation of tespral universe. And in
such a study, the core questions of “Why?” findrthaswer.

In 1828 Noah Webster published his American Dicigrof the
English Language. His first entry for the noun ‘jpose” reads as follows:

“That which a person sets before himself as ancblipebe reached or
accomplished; the end or aim to which the viewirieaded in any
plan, measure or exertion. ‘We believe the SuprBeiag created
intelligent beings for some benevolent and gloripugose, and if so,
how glorious and benevolent must be _his purposleamplan of
redemption!”*?

How certainly true and appropriate this definiteomd its example sentence
of usage become to the reader as one comes tostemttthe Biblical
statement of our Creator’s eternal purpose.

Mr.Webster obviously had great insight not onlyiAimerican
English, but also the Word of God. His entry floe erb form of “purpose”
thrills any serious disciple. It contains the faliag information:

“To intend; to design; to resolve; to determinesome end or object
to be accomplished. ‘I have purposed it; | willeatfo it!" Is. 46.
Ephesians 3%

Notice that Webster not only pinpointed the thahdpter of Ephesians as
the location for God’s declaration of His purpdset also cites the O.T.
prophesy given 700 years earlier in Isaiah conogrits fulfillment!
Unfortunately neither Noah Webster nor his conterapes mined
Ephesians chapter three for the ultimate answedehithere. A mother
lode of truth had been located, but its richesftaffuture generations.

13 Noah WebsterAmerican Dictionary of the English Language 1§3&n Francisco, 1980), II, 47.
14 1.
Ibid.
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Ephesians 3:11 in the KJV as translated in 1611iciwiNoah Webster
used, reads:

“According tothe eternal purpose which he [God] purposed in
Christ Jesus our Lord?”

The modern NASB (1977) translation gives this reimde

“This was in accordance withe eternal purposewhich He carried
out in Christ Jesus our Lord®.

Marshall’'s 1986 word-for-word translation from tB&" edition of Eberhard
Nestle’'s Greek text Novum Testamentum Graece aravéhis base
rendering:

“according tofthe] purpose/ of the/ agesvhich he made/ in/ - /
Christ/ Jesus/ the/Lord/ of us”.

Note the original Greek phrase Marshall translate$he purpose of the
ages” became “the eternal purpose” in the KJV anthmugh the NASB
used today. The term “purpose” remains unalterduilewof the ages”
becomes “the eternal.” Notice also the Englishdlations reverse the order
of the terms “purpose” and “of the ages” from thigioal Greek. Obviously
something interesting, possibly important, is gaamghere.

This paper relies heavily on four sources for Gneekd studies. The
primary starting point for our study of Greek wolikgyins with James
Strong and his numbering system for New Testani¢hj Greek words.
The Lockman Exhaustive Concordance of the BibleG@rekk Dictionary
provides a general overview of words being traeslaFrom here W.E.
Vine’'s Expository Dictionary and Joseph H. Thay&ieek-English
Lexicon give a more detailed description for eadhvord’s grammatical
usage and contextual meaning.

ETERNAL
James Strong gives the Greek word for etemiahf the number 165.
The_Lockman Dictionary defines this Greek word“aentinued duration; a

>The Open Bible, Kd\ed. Manford G Gutzke (Nashville, 1975), p.1107.

% New American Standard Bihldpdated Edition Lockman Foundation (Anaheim, 2002), p. 1830.
7 Alfred Marshall, The NASB-NIV Parallel New Testament in Greek argli§m(Grand Rapids, 1986),
p. 561

11



space of time, an age.” The Lockman Exhaustive Gaance gives the
following listings for the English words translatedm “aion”, and the
number of times it is so translated in the NASB:

Age (20), ages (6), ancient time (1), beginningrag (1), course (1),
eternal (2), eternity (1), ever (2), forever (Zdyever and ever (20),
forever more (2), never (8), old (2), time (1), ¥dof7), worlds (1):

W.E. Vine shares the following information in histtbnary entries
for “eternal” @ion) and “age” &ion), which gives us much insight on the
reason why the literal Greek “of the ages” contéinesmeaning “eternal” or
“forever”:

Eternal (aion) — “an age, Eph. 3:11 literally —-u{pose) of the

ageSm’LQ

Age (aion) “signifies a period of indefinite durati, or time viewed in
relation to what takes place in the period... Theapls containing
this word should not be rendered literally, butsistently with its
sense of indefinite duration. Thas ton aionadoes not mean ‘unto
the age’ but ‘for ever’ (see e.g., Hebrews 5:6) Greeks contrasted
that which came to an end with that which was esg@d by this
phrase, which shows that they conceived of it @sessing
interminable duration®

Note: Aionios,the adjective corresponding, denoting eternalketisms

contrast withproskairos|it., ‘for a season’... SeETERNAL,
EVERLASTING?

So the Greek usage and conception of time encdpdutatheir word
“aion” does not refer to a literal age or specific amanfrtime, but goes
beyond time limitations. Joseph Thayer, who oft@b@&rates on such
matters, takes this understanding as a given nwttact without

'8 Greek Dictionary of the New American Standard Exsfige Concordanceed. Robert L. Thomas
(Nashville, 1981), p.1629.

. E. Vine,Expository Dictionary of New Testament Wof@d Tappan, 1966), I1, 43.

% bid., I, 41.

2 |bid., p. 42.
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controversy. His lexicon entry states: “an unbro&ga, perpetuity of time,
eternity”, and for Ephesians 3:11 specifically:tetal purpose®

PURPOSE

The term “purpose” comes through from the GreethéoEnglish
seemingly straight across-the-board, at least erstinface level. But
digging a little deeper an additional dimensiomma&aning presents itself.
This discovery proves to be very exciting, espéciahen coupled with the
information immediately preceding Ephesians 3:11.

In Strong’s numbering system, the Greek word farfjose”
(prothesisg receives the number 4286. The Lockman Greekadhatly entry
reads as follows:

# 4286 (prothesis) from #4388, a setting forth; fig. — proposal,
spec. — the showbread, sacred (bread)

Consecrated (3), purpose (7), resolute (1), sgdred

Ephesians 1:11, 3:11, 1l Tim. 1:19, 3*10

The following gives the Lockman dictionary’s entoy the derivative word
as noted in the entry above for prothesis:

# 4388 — purposed from 4253 and 5087, to set befmreropose
Displayed publicly (1), planned (1), purposed{1).

So the Lockman dictionary indicates the generalmmggfor the
Greek term translated in the NASB as “purpose” gahemeans “a setting
forth” of something. The figurative sense of theravndicates a “proposal”,
which seems to attach to our current English tedimsl as “eternal
proposal’ or “eternal purpose” easily enough. tliteral or specific
application of “showbread”, “sacred” (bread), alomigh the other
renderings of “consecrated (3)” and “resolute {fh)the other NASB New
Testament verses, seems rather odd.

Vine’s dictionary gives us a little more informatidn his entry for
“purpose,” the noun form gdrothesis the following is given:

22 Joesph Henry ThayeFhayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testarf@rend Rapids. 1977), p.
19

% Greek Dictionary of the New American Standard Exstise Concordance.1678

2 |bid., p. 1679.
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“a setting forth (used of the ‘shewbread’), a pwgaqakin to B, No.
3), is used a) the purposes of God, Romans 8:2&, &phesians
1:11, 3:11, Il Tim. 1:9%

The reference to “akin to B, No. 3" refers to thelyform of the noun
prothesis Of this verb form, Strongs #438@rtithem), Vine submits:

“to set before, set forth, is used in Romans 3Wbich lays stress upon
the personal interest which God had in so dointgeeimeaning, to set
forth or to purpose, would convey a scriptural viéut the context bears
out thezfé)rmer as being intended here’. Eph. H®purposed (in

Him).”

But in the case of this Greek wgodothesis Thayer gives the most
revealing and comprehensive definition. He gives $e@parate definitions;
first the specific or literal definition, and théme figurative meaning. His
entries are as follows:

1) A purpose; the setting forth of a thing, placingtoh view; the
showbread in the temple. “12 loaves of wheatendyrearresponding
to the number of the tribes of Israel, which loawese offered to God
every Sabbath, and, separated in two rows, lagdween days upon a
table placed in the sanctuary or anterior portibtne tabernacle, and
afterwards of the temple.” (The rite of) the sejtiorth of the loaves,
Hebrews 9:2.

2) A purpose; Acts 27:13, Romans 8:28, 9:11, Ephil 13:11, Il Tim.
1:9, 3:10, Acts 11:23 “with purpose of heait.”

So the Biblical worgrothesis which God decided to use in
expressing Himself in the phrase “eternal purpasé€phesians 3:11,
carries a unique and very specific illustrationhwit God’s “purpose of the
ages” corresponds to the Old Testament (OT) shawdgpet on display
week by week in the outer room, or holy place heftemple. The OT
showbread represented the 12 Tribes of Israel, Goebple in that age.

% Vine, IIl, 233.
% |bid., p. 234
%" Thayer p. 539.
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In God’s great wisdom and planing, this showbreadisplay in the
temple and representing the OT people of God fadshs the spiritual
positioning of the Lord’s people today. In Ephesi&mnl0, which
immediately precedes the phrage dccordance with the eternal purpdse
God declares:so that the manifold wisdom of God might nowriaale
knownthrough the churchto the rulers and authorities in the heavenlies
According to this statement, God puts His people churcf® on display,
not only before our fellow man, but also the hedywéosts! In a very real
sense we, as the church, are God’s eternal shoavbfdalfillment!

To come to grips as to what this means for us toaayvell as the
fullness of God'’s intention and will in doing sbgetdiligent student needs to
first carefully examine the text and context of Eplans chapter three. But
at this point, we most certainly agree with Noahbéter’s proclamation
some 180 years ago today: “ We believe the SupBsn®y created
intelligent beings for some benevolent and gloripugpose, and if so, how
glorious and benevolent must be His purpose ipthe of redemption!®®

God'’s Position

The question exists concerning a supposed lovind)Wdw would
allow the suffering, violence, and tragedy to eaistl even intensify as time
continues on planet earth. So why did the Credtthheouniverse even start
this thing in the first place? If He is omnisciedg knew this would happen.
So why did He do it? And is He not powerful enotigistop this mess and
set things aright? Many reasonably question the @dlde Bible on these
counts. It just doesn’t make sense.

It doesn’t make sense, that is, unless one corsstblereternal purpose
of God as He has stated it in His Word. The Creatdine universe certainly
has enough power to stop the injustice and suffanrihe world. But that is
just the point. God’s purpose goes beyond the aurest mere power, and
includes His manifold wisdorhbeing made known.

Consider the illustration of two men arguing; oménlg much larger,
more powerful and skilled, than the other. Thedaman could easily crush
and silence the smaller man in a physical fight daes that make him

% The word “church,” as used in this paper, dentitescollective body of individual Christians faitiify
serving Christ in accordance with the New Testaraéany given time on earth during the Church Age.
The term isnot used here to refer to a building, any denominationganization, or Christendom in
general.

# Webster, II, 47.
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right?° And more importantly, for our discussion here, \idhis display
wisdom?

The same goes for God. God could stop the devikealdall the
misery on earth for mankind in an instant with brstrength. But would that
make Him right? Would doing so show His manifolg@om; thoughtful
discernment, correct judgement, just action, amdieate any doubt as to
His preeminence? Would it prove that He alone igthyoof worship? And
perhaps most importantly, would such force dematesiGod’s central
characteristic of lovingkindness? Certainly not!

In God'’s infinite wisdom, in order to demonstratelalefine Himself
to the hosts of Heaven appropriately, He createdittiverse and the planet
earth as a stage. Mankind, the players, He crestécte will agents in His
likeness. Genesis 1:26 statéidhen God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; and let them nuer the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattie aver all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the €afthd very significantly,
God has allowed the devil to be “the god of thigldio(ll Corinthians 4:4)
for a span of time. God, to be sure, has limiteddévil. But the one true
God gives him enough authority, power, and infleetecdemonstrate what
it would be like if the devil were indeed God.

Many people are bitter against God. The experieandsnjustices of
this life have beaten them down, and they blame, @wdcreator, for their
plight. But their disappointment and disdain aredirected. The god of this
world. The destroyer. The accuser of the brethitde is the one who
instigates. He is the one who tempts. He, not Goithe one to blam#!

Only an in-depth study and understanding of Gotésnal purpose,
as explained in His Word, can make sense of alahd set things aright. |
cannot help but think of those ladies in Kosovdhwiite “thousand yard
stares.* Yes, the darkness is great. But the Word assusréisat the Light
overpowers the darkne5.Only an understanding of the eternal purpose, as
defined by the Scripture, can give the light of End hope back into those
eyes. God supplies the answers if only we wiletehkm at His Word.

30 |llustration used by Steve Doty, Montana Familyr@a Sept. 2004.

3L And of course, we ourselves, by our own free-déitisions, are often to blame for the misfortunes w
experience!

32 Noted earlier on pg. 4.

% John 1.5
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THE ETERNAL PURPOSE
An Overview of the Ephesian Letter

The Ephesian letter contains six chapters; thetfiree contain
thickly interwoven doctrinal theology, while thestahree provide practical
application. The phrase “the eternal purpose” posstitself as a pinnacle in
the center of the third chapter. Ephesians 3:11aomthe phrasehe
eternal purposg while the proceeding ten verses build to itsnak. The
ten verses that follow give application and an amesprayer for the
fulfillment of God’s purpose in and through us tlas church!

Chapter one of the Ephesian letter introduceshieémé of God’s
eternal purpose shortly after the opening salutatterses eight through ten
point to the eternal purpose with the following dsir

“In all wisdom and insightle made known to us the mystery of His
will, according to His kind intention whidte purposedn Him with

a view to an administration suitable to the fulle@d the times, that
Is, the summing up of all thingsn Christ, thinggn the heavensand
thingson earth’ (Ephesians 1:8-10).

The discussion builds from there through chapter, twith the final
four verses setting the stage for chapter three:

“So then you are no longer strangers and alieng, ymw are fellow
citizens with the saints and are of God’s househwdding been built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophetsisthesus Himself
being the corner stone, in whom the whole buildbegng fitted
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lo{@phesians 2:19-
22).

The intensity and focus quickly builds in the begng of chapter
three:

“For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ dsdor the sake of

you Gentiles if indeed you have heard of the stdslap of God's
grace which was given to me for you that by revahathere was

17



made known to mé&ie mysteryas | wrote before in brief(Ephesians
3:1-3).

Building on previously written material concernitigg mystery, the

Scripture then dramatically moves in a step-by-pr&gression toward the
crescendo:

“By referring to this, when you read you can underdtmy insight
into the mystery of Christwhich in other generations was not made
known to the sons of men, akais now been revealdd His holy
apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be spedifiat the Gentiles
are fellow heirs and fellow members of the bodyl, f@tiowpartakers
of the promisan Christ Jesus through the gospel, of which | was
made a minister, according to the gift of God’'s@gavhich was given
to me according to the working of His pow€Ephesians 3:4-7).

The summit of revelation and definition for theratd purpose comes
in the next four verses:

“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace giasn, to preach to
the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, &rloring to light
what is the administration of the mystexryhich for ages has been
hidden in God who created all things; so that thanifold wisdom of
God might now be madenown through the churchto the rulers and
the authoritiesn the heavenly placesThis was in accordance with
the eternalpurposewhich He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Ephesians 3:8-11).

Paul then gives application for this positioniriglee church in verse
twelve: ‘in whom we have boldness and confident accessghriaith in
Him.” Next Paul addresses the Ephesian brethren pengohierefore |
ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations onnjoehalf, for they are your
glory” (Ephesians 3:13).

The apostle closes the chapter with an incredibpdorayer from
verse fourteen to end of the chapter:

“For this reason | bow my knees before the Fatlmemfwhom every
family in heaven and on earth derives its name, ldtewould grant
you, according to the riches of His glory, to besgthened with
power through His Spirit in the inner man, so t&drist may dwell in
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your hearts through faith; and that you, being m&nd grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all the sairtat is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and tawki® love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you médylled up to all the
fullness ofGod Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly
beyond all that we ask or think, accordinghe power that works
within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christds to all
generations forever and ever. AmgiEphesians 3:14-21).

The second half of the Ephesian letter, beginminghapter four, then
gives the essential teachings containing pracsipplication for the church
in carrying out her part in the demonstration ofiGawvisdom. In chapter
four the Lord gives seven doctrinésjpon which the unity of His church
must be secured, as well as the five organizatipositions responsible for
equipping the church for growth The second half of the fourth chapter, and
most of the fifth, gives the individual Christiamstruction for a godly
lifestyle; including how to put on Christ*® and ‘be filled with the Spirit*’
The remainder of chapter five highlights Christraarriage as a reflection of
Christ and His bride, the churéhChapter six gives direction for family and
public relationship&? then explains the nature of the spiritual war now
raging and how to armor-up for victofyIn these specific ways the
Christian comes to understahdw to fulfill his part in the eternal purpose
of God.

The Immediate Context

Ephesians 3:1-7 contains the immediate contexirigatp to the
Scripture’s specific statement of God’s eternappse. For this reason, in
order to accurately understand the eternal pur@opegparatory review of
this passage is presented for the reader. Thenioiipparagraph quotes the
passage and highlights the key phrases that wiiaenined on a verse-by-
verse basis.

“ For this reasonl, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake
you Gentiles—if indeed you have heard of the steéstap of God's grace

34 Ephesians 4:4-6.
% Ephesians 4:11.
% Ephesians 4:24.
37 Ephesians 5:18.
3 Ephesians 5:22-33.
%9 Ephesians 6:1-9.
0 Ephesians 6:10-18.
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which was given to me for you; tHay revelationthere was made known to
methe mysteryas Iwrote beforen brief. And by referring to this, when you
read you can understand my insight itite mystery of Christwhich in

other generations wasot made knowrto the sons of men, aqibw has

been revealetb His holy apostles and prophets in the Spidtbe specific,
thatthe Gentilesare fellow heirs and fellow members of the bodyl a
fellow partakers of the promisien Christ Jesus througthe gospelof which

| was made a minister, according to the gift of Gagtace which was given
to me according tthe working of His powet (Ephesians 3:1-7).

Paul begins chapter three of Ephesians with thagehfFor this
reason” which refers back to the information previouslyared in chapter
two. Chapter two primarily addresses the Christiartsphesus of Gentile,
or non-Jewish, background. The Gentiles, who wape eparate from
Christ and described astfangers to the covenants of proniiaad ‘the
common wealtlnation]of Israel'(Ephesians 2:12), are novellow
citizens and “are of God’s househdldEphesians 2:19). These former
Gentiles, who are now in God’s family as adopteus$tare described as
“having been built on the foundation of the aposiles prophets, Christ
Jesus Himself being the corner stdgphesians 2:20). At the end of
chapter two Paul gives a description of a spiribualding. This passage
describes the building of &6ly templé (Ephesians 2:21),d dwelling of
God'(Ephesians 2:22).

| Peter 2:5 contains a parallel passage which régds also, as
living stones are being built u@s a spiritual housdor a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Gbdough Jesus Christ.”
Here God'’s people are depicted agifig stones which constitute the
building blocks of a Spiritual housé. This spiritual building then, made up
of people including those of both Jewish and Germtdritage, comprise the
reason for Paul’s writing in chapter three. Thisigml house, made up of
living stones, constitutes the church of JesusstCHrater in Ephesians 3:10,
Paul builds upon these foundational descriptiomrewealing the church’s
role in God’s eternal purpose.

Ephesians 3:2-4
“...if indeed you have heard of the stewardship ofl&grace which
was given to me for you; thhy revelationthere was made known to the

“Ephesians 1:5,13-14
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mystery as Iwrote beforein brief. By referring to this, when you read you
can understand my insight into theystery of Christ..”

After identifying himself as a prisoner of Christ the Gentiles and
his stewardship towards them in the first two vemseEphesians chapter
three, Paul then wroteby revelationthere was made known to e
mystery..”(Ephesians 3:3). Paul received a revelation $hafter his
conversion according to Il Corinthians, chapterlweHere Paul stated he
was taken up into thetfird heaveit*? and ‘heard inexpressiblerords’. **
During this experience Paul receivedvelations of th&ord”** and these
revelations hadsurpassing greatnes$® Paul also wrote in his letter to the
Galatians that he received the gospel through a&wet ‘For | would have
you know, brethren, that the gospel which was greddy me is not
according to man. For | neither received it frommaor was | taught it,
but | received it througl revelationof Jesus Christ{Galatians 1:11-12).

In Ephesians 3:3, Paul goes on to stdigrévelation there was made
known to me the mystery, asrote beforein brief.” Obviously Paul had
written to the Christians at Ephesus previouslyuditioe mystery. Next he
writes, ‘by referring to this when you read yoan understand my insight
into the mystery of Chris{Ephesians 3:4). Here Paul directs the Ephesian
reader back to a previous letter or writing in whike must have defined and
explained the mysteryhe alludes to here. Now he intends to build upon
that original discussion of this mystery to furtlieeir understanding and
insight. Interestingly, we do not have the initaaiting of Paul to the
Ephesians regarding the mystery, as referred tioeige two verses, available
to us today. So we are at a loss without that médron to fully understand
the rest of this passage as Paul wrote to the GrairEphesus in the first
century!

But God in His infinite wisdom and planning has\pded in the
Colossian letter the essential definition of thestayy. Providently Paul
wrote the Ephesian, Colossian, and Philemon |ediietise same time period
as a prisoner in Rome and sent them together witssitnué® to Asia. Paul
had never written to the congregation at Colosbaatahe mystery before
and quite possibly had never even visited the cayagion there, as he
addressesdll those who have not personally seen my“f@elossians 2:1).

2| Corinthians 12:2.
31 Corinthians 12:3.
* 11 Corinthians 12:1.
11 Corinthians 12:7.
¢ Onesimus was a “beloved brother” (Philemon 169 Waul sent as a currier for these letters.
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So, in his letter to the Colossians he defines filystery” in a passage
which reads parallel to Ephesians 3:1-7.

“Of this church | was made a minister accordingh® stewardship
from God bestowed on me for your benefit, thatghtully carry out
the preaching of the word of God, that is, the erystvhich has been
hidden from the past ages and generations; butoasbeen
manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to erladown what is
the riches of the glory dhis mysteryamong the Gentilesyhich is
Christ in you, the hope of glory'(Colossians 1:25-27).

Note the specific definition of the mystery contdrnn verse twenty-seven:
“Christ inyou” So we reasonably conclude that “Christ in yoaithe
definition of the mystery which Paul alludes totmg about before in
brief’*” to the Ephesians.

In some study Bibles the editors have given Romdn25 as the
cross-reference to understand the natureéhaf fysterygiven by Paul in
Ephesians 3:4. Romans 11:25 statésrl do not want you, brethren, to be
uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise i youn estimation, that a
partial hardening has happened to Israel until fukness of the Gentiles
has come in.”The mystery in this Romans text pertains to hextial
hardening of the people of the physical nation of Israehieh facilitated
the entrance of the Gentiles into the Church. Phigial hardening of the
Jews in the first century must be viewed propeslaaubordinate part of the
all-encompassing mystery of Christ. Students oMiwed have been often
sidetracked away from the essential definitiontb&“mystery” early in
Ephesians chapter three by cross-referencing Roofeagger eleven as the
defining Scripture passage, rather than using G@las 1:27. This often
confuses the significance and the meaning of “tigsteny” cited later in
Ephesians 3:9, which in turn derails the churcimdarstanding of and vital
participation in the eternal purpose as given ihdgmans 3:10!

The mystery of the Gentiles coming in to the chudoks have
important application to God’s eternal purpose. Sider this scenario: Who
shows a more dramatic change in being conforméthtcst- the good
Jewish boy, or the pagan Scythian who formerly &ppff people’s heads
for vessels from which to drink blooDf course the Scythian convert
shows the most dramatic change in lifestyle. Is sy the Gentiles coming
into the Church dovetails into the mystery of Chinsorder that God’s

" Ephesians 3:3.
“8 |llustration used by Matt Hartford, Oregon Fariilgmp, Feb. 2008.
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purpose be accomplished in the most dramatic wdneréas the Jews being
hardened and the pagans coming into the churdtate in Romans 11:25,
was a mystery in the first century, now Gentiletiggration is common
place. But the mystery of Christ, Christ in youl] stmains a mystery to
most people even today.

The Gentiles coming into God'’s kingdom, the chuanig the
bloodline of Abraham not yielding to salvation layth in Christ, was indeed
a mystery for the Jews and probably very much s®#&ul. But the
“mystery of Christ” given in Ephesians 3:4 has tovdth Christ; not the
Jews or Gentiles specifically, but Christ Hims€&lhrist coming into a
person, that is dwelling within a person’s bodykesthat person a temple
of God?® This certainly constitutes the mystery of Chrigiis evidence,
coupled with the parallel letters to the Ephesems Colossians written by
Paul and sent out at the same time, fortifies Gddfsing of “the mystery”
for the Ephesian letter’s usage as “Christ in you”.

Ephesians 3:5

“...which in other generations wa®t made knowrto the sons of
men, as it hasow been revealetb His holy apostles and prophets in the
Spirit...”

According to verse five of Ephesians chapter thit@e,mystery of
Christ ‘was not made known to the sons of 'hmemther generations. The
phrase “other generations” refers to those peoglegl before the Church
began in 30 A.D. on the day of Pentacost. This daudlude all those living
under the Law of Moses, as well as all Gentilesthedatriarchs starting
initially with Adam. | Peter 1:10-12 states:

“As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesigti@grace that
would come to you made careful searches and iregjiseeking to
know what person or time the Spirit of Christ wiatkhhem was
indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Chaistithe gloriesto
follow. It was revealed to them that they waot serving themselves
but you, in these things which now have been arcezlito you
through those who preached the gospel to you biAthe Spirit sent
from heaven---things into which angels long to 6ok

4% Corinthians 3:16.
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So even the prophets before Christ’s life on edidmot have a clue
as to the mystery. Note also that the angels longak into these things:
specifically, in context, theglories’ that would follow during the Church
age. Of courseChrist in you, the hope of glory would be paramount for
the angels to look in to, as well as the very retfrfaith®

Note also in verse five the phrades now been revealedhe
mystery of Christ has been made known as God de:tigetiming, as well
as the arrangement, of the mystery being revealethhkind in the Church
Age. As versgfive goes on to statéit [the mystery] has now been revealed
to His holy apostles and prophets in the SgirEarlier in the Ephesian
letter Paul states:".you are fellow citizens with the saints, and dr&od’s
household, having been built upon the foundatiahefapostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornemestEphesians 2:19b-
21). The foundation consists of the writings of thesesties and prophets,
which contain the blue prints for the living templeGod. Those people
who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, that we aggdwing intd °* and ‘being
built togetherinto”>® the temple of the living God. How inspiring ittisbe a
part of this great plan and design of God! But much more exciting to
understand how and why, to know the very purpos&foch we are being
constructed as such.

Ephesians 3:6
“...that the Gentilesare fellowheirs and fellowmembers of the body
and fellowpartakers of the promisen Christ Jesushrough the gospel.”

Ephesians 3:6 delineates three aspetitedbentiles belonging to
Christ; they are heirs, members of the body, amthkars of the promise. As
fellow heirs the Gentiles have been adopted inkddmily and household of
God, along with Christians of Jewish heritage hi@ beginning of the
Ephesian letter Paul writeddé predestined us tdoption as songhrough
JesugChrist to Himself’(Ephesians 1:5). This process of adoption is later
clarified by Paul in his letter as follows:.after listening to the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation—having alsadyedd, you were sealed in
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is givenapledge obur
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own posisesto the
praise of His glory”’(Ephesians 1:13-14). As stated in this passage our

*0 Colossians 1:27.
*1 Angels do not need faith, as they see God fadade-
2 Ephesians 2:21.
%3 Ephesians 2:22.
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adoption , the “pledge,” or guarantee, of our iithece, consists of the Holy
Spirit by whom we aresealed’ By virtue of adoption, Christians are heirs.

The phrasethe HolySpirit of promise,”used in Ephesians 1:13
corresponds to the third aspect of the Gentilesrigghg to Christ. As stated
in Ephesians 3:6, the Gentilase “fellow partakersof the promisan Christ
Jesus.”The phrase “the promise” definitely requires aselexamination
here, as many differing ideas and precepts surrtadarious promises of
God. Most commonly, the word “promise” in the NTassociated with
eternal life. | John 2:25 readstHis isthe promisewhich He Himself made
to us: eternal life.”Jesus defines eternal life in John 17:3 Asid‘this is
eternal life, that they maynow Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sentThe word “know”@insokq in this text concerns an
intimate knowledge of someone. The Christian “knb@ed through the
Holy Spirit living inside him>*

Paul also uses the phrase “the promise” in Gakttaiy: “..in order
that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham mogimbe to the Gentiles, so
that we might receivilhe promise of the Spirithrough faith.” Here “the
promise” is the Holy Spirit, as received throughhfal ater in Galatians 4:6
Paul gives more information concerning the promisthe Spirit: “...God
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our heacrying, 'Abba! Father.
So, as Paul defines and uses the phrase “the @bmisis Galatian letter,
this phrase refers to the Spirit of God indwellthg Christian. Considering
these statements by Paul in the Galatian letter haphrasethe Holy
Spirit of promise*>® used in the opening the Ephesian letter, a reat®mna
rendering of the phras@értakers of the promisen Ephesians 3:6 would
include the indwelling presence of God’s Holy Sgimithe Christian.

The remaining aspect concerning the Gentiles ae&ipd) that
Ephesians 3:6 brings forward, concerns their b&ieljpw members of the
body” The body spoken of here is understood to béotwy of Christ,
which Paul defines as the church in closing thet thapter of the Ephesian
letter:“...the church, which is His body.>¥ Romans 8:9 provides an
absolute division between those who are in the lmddyhrist and for those
who are not: However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirindeed
the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone doeshave the Spirit of
Christ, he does not belong to Hiote the indwelling of the Spirit marks
those who are in the body of Christ, His church.

*We submit that the only biblically sound way to ti’(ginsokd God would be through the indwelling
of His Holy Spirit, as seen in the use of this Graerd in | Corinthians 2:11, Hebrews 8:10/10:15-16.
% Ephesians 1:13.

* Ephesians 1:22b-23a.
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So the entrance into Christ remains the same fibr b®w and Gentile
alike; in becoming an heir, a member of the body, a partaker of the
promise. All three of these demarcations embrageniiwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit, that Paul also call€hrist in you’>’ This is significant. In
building towards the definition of His eternal pasge, God’'s Word
underlines the importance of the Holy Spirit indiwg the Christian.

The gospel

Ephesians 3:6 ends by citing the gospel as thasriaawhich an
individual becomes an heir, enters the body, amthkeas of the promise of
the Holy Spirit. The gospel itself remains a mygteague and unknown, in
most people’s minds even today. Near the end oEfiteesian letter Paul
asks: pray on my behalf, that utterance may be givendamthe opening
of my mouth, to make known with boldnesalgstery of the gospél
(Ephesians 6:19). The gospel is specifically defimethe NT Scriptures by
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. Verses one and twihisftext first identify
the gospel as the topic under discussion, thereseisee through eight
actually defines the gospel. This defining passgees:

“Now | make known to you, brethréine gospelvhich | preached to
you, which also you received, in which also yomdtay which also
you are savegdf you hold fast the word which | preached to,you
unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to gsuof first
importance what | also received, thi@hrist diedfor our sins
according to the Scriptures, and thHaé was buriedand thatHe was
raisedon the third day according to the Scriptures, #mat He
appearedo Cephas, then to the twelve. After tHatappearedo
more than five hundred brethren at one time, mbsthmm remain
until now, but some have fallen asleep; thEnappearedo James,
then to all the apostles; and last of all, as ireve one untimely
born, He appearedo me also”(1 Corinthians 15:1-8).

So the gospel, as defined by Paul here, has fats: pae death, the
burial, the resurrection, and the appearance ofsJghrist. Note the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ are eadngbout one-half verse
apiece. The appearance then receives four fulegestexplanation and
testimony. In this way the Scripture graphicallydarines the importance of
Christ's appearance in His physical body, on efanttiorty days>®

5" Colossians 1:27.
8 Acts 1:3.
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following his resurrection. His appearance seteesgerify, and so prove,
His bodily resurrection.

Paul’s NT writings not only call a person to bebidn the gospet,
but also to obey the gospg8iin order to be saved. Romans 6:2-4 explains
how a person individually obeys the gospel of J&3usst: “...How shall we
whodied to sinstill live in it? Or do you not know that all o who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus have Hesgptized into His death
Therefore we have beénried with Him through baptisminto death, in
order that as Christ wasaised from the deadhrough the glory of the
Father, sowve toomightwalk in the newness of lifé In NT water
baptism[immersion], the individual obeys the gosgehe is baptized into
Christ’s death, literally buried in water, and eslsdrom the dead spiritually.
The Christian then continues to obey the gospbkasalks in newness of
life following his baptism, by the power of the 8piwhich constitutes his
appearance in proving his own resurrection. TiMalking in newness of
life” is absolutely essential to the role that the &tlan assumes in fulfilling
his part in the church and God'’s eternal purposgeéfined later in
Ephesians 3:10!

Ephesians 3:7
“...of which | was made a minister, according to i of God’s
grace which was given to me accordinghe working of His power

In Ephesians 3:7 Paul shares that Gocerhad a minister of this
gospel. And as such, he received his minisagc6rding to the gift of God's
grace... according to the working of His poterater in chapter three, as
Paul words a prayer for the brethren at Ephesusefees to God’s power
twice. First he prays..:.that He would grant you, according to the richés o
His glory, to be strengthened wiplower throughHis Spirit in the inner
man.” Then Paul concludes his prayer with these wordsw to Him who
Is able to do far more abundantly beyond all thatagk or think, according
to the powerthatworkswithin us, to Him be the glory in the Church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and eveneA.”®’So the power by
which Paul lived and preached the gospel is theegaower that moves
every Christian, the power necessary for each ob participate in God’s

% Romans 1:16.

%I Thessalonians 1:8.
¢! Ephesians 3:16.

%2 Ephesians 3:20.
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purpose. This power comes through the Holy Spiritla resides inside each
Christian.

These first seven verses of Ephesians chapter ¢tbraprise the
context and platform upon which Paul's next stateimieest. The next five
verses which follow in chapter three, verses digidugh twelve, actually
reveal and define God’s eternal purpose for thesGan. But without the
previous definitions and integrated understandieigdpfully considered, the
eternal purpose stated in the following verses nvdst probably remain a
mystery to individual Christians and the churchaage.

Actually it is quite amazing that God chose thigkely Gentile
audience at Ephesus to receive His definition efaternal purpose. This is
especially the case when we see God defining timediostate of these
Gentiles earlier in Ephesians 2:1¥:du were at that time separate from
Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israet] strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without i@ohe world.” In
other words, before the church began, these fotke wlueless as to what
God had done, what He was doing, and especially Wisantentions were.
They were without background and preparedness lfiat was going to be
shared with them. In this short passage, Ephe8idng, Paul attempted to
pick them up and bring them to a fullness equiviaienhose of a Jewish
background. In their case, humility overcame bagckgd. This remains true
for us today, and possibly even more so!

The Eternal Purpose Defined

Ephesians 3:8-12 contains God'’s specific statemierts eternal
purpose. Herein lies the heart of the matter, ¢laswon for our being and the
answers to our most basic life questions. Theofllg paragraph quotes the
text, highlighting the key phrases to prepare dagler's mind. The
examination which follows unfolds all of the vargoparts of this passage,
makes application and discernment with other pentirscriptures, then pulls
them back together again to gain the fullest deptnheaning and
comprehension. To God be the glory!

“To me, the very least of all saints, this gracesvgaven, to preach to
the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, enlbiring to light what is
the administration of the mysteryhich for ages has been hidden in God,
who created all things; in order th#te manifold wisdom of Godhight be
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made knownrthroughthe churchto therulers and the authoritiesn the
heavenly placesThis wasn accordance with the eternal purposehich He
carried out in ChristJesus our Lord, in whome have boldness and
confidentaccesghrough faithin Him.”

Ephesians 3:8

“To me,the very least of all the saintshisgracewas given, to
preach to the Gentilehe unfathomable riches of Christ.”

Paul begins his progression to the defining of Gadérnal purpose
with a statement of humility:t6 me the very least of all the saint#n’other
Scriptures he elaborates on this estimation of &iim4t is a trustworthy
statement, deserving full acceptance, that Chesud came into the world
to save sinners, among whom | am foremost of’abgcausel‘was
formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and vicéggressor.®* In |
Corinthians 15:9 Paul goes on to explaifot' | am the least of the apostles,
and not fit to be called an apostle, because | g@auted the church of God.”
The vitally important lesson Paul demonstratesis ¢confession is that God
can use “the least” of us in the greatest, mosbitamt ways.

When Paul was in the third heaven receiving higlegion of Christ,
in order to become an apostle, he petitioned Godrtmve a physical
disability, his so-calledthorn in the flesii God answered:My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weadsi' (Il Corinthians 12:9)
This response reveals an essential component g Gudtegy in
accomplishing His eternal purpose through very commen. God uses the
weak things to overcome the strong in order toifylétimself: to magnify
and define His unique wisdom. Paul states thisiglea | Corinthians 1:26-
27:

“For consider your calling, brethren, that there werot many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not mawtyler but God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to shamentise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to shame thggtwhich are
strong.”

The proud old man Saul became the humbled apaostie P

% | Timothy 1:15.
| Timothy 1:13.
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It is therefore consistent with God’s program ttiet stewardship,
“this grace” was given to Paul aglfe least to proclaim the greatness of
Christ, especially among the Gentiles. But whatl Bhares with words,
concerning the ultimate theme of God'’s eternal psep still comes as
secondary to the life he lived. Paul’'s job wasreggeh by word and example
to the Gentiles, those who were the furthest remdrem God® the
“unfathomable riches of Christ®

The term unfathomable, as translated from the maigbreek,
indicates the riches of Christ are both withouttliamd not completely
ascertainable to the human mitidNo wonder Paul uses the expression
“lavished upon u§® earlier in the Ephesian letter when speaking ef th
riches of Christ we receive. Note these riches taw® with ‘tedemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of dtespasseés(Ephesians 1:7). The
riches of His forgiveness towards us are unfathdepdeing more than
enough to cover all our mistakes and shortcomi@gsl's primary concern
lies in our being equipped and positioned to cautyHis purpose, and so
He cleanses us and keeps us pure in order to nsakéaguate for more
important things. By design, the blood of Chrisll wcleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the ligiog’ (Hebrews 9:14). The
more important things, having to do with our segvidod and fulfilling our
part in His eternal purpose, are then defined nse®nine and ten.

Ephesians 3:9

“...and tobring to light what isthe administration of the mystery
whichfor ages has been hidden God who created all things...”

In addition to Paul’s preaching the rigloé Christ, as stated in the
previous verse, he also aspireshiong to light what is the administration
of the mystery.The phrasebBring to light’ on the surface simply means to
expose so that understanding becomes possiblgefimalicates the Greek
word used herghotizq generally means “to bring to light” or “render
evident.®™ This is certainly a part of the meaning here.

But Thayer goes on to point out that in the contéphesians 3:9,
photizoincludes the concept of “to enlighten spiritualgrid “imbue with

% Ephesians 2:12.

¢ Ephesians 3:8.

" Thayer, p. 44, Strong’s #421.

% Ephesians 1:8.

% Thayer, p. 663, Strong’s #5461.
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saving knowledge’™ The word is used in this sense earlier in the Ejaine
letter. Paul prays théthe eyes of your heart may lealightened so that
you will know what is the hope of His calling, wha¢ the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints, and whathe surpassing greatness
of His power toward us who believéEphesians 1:18-19). The clearest
passage in which the saving knowledge aspeghofizocomes through
regards Jesus Himsetithere was the true Light which, coming into the
world, enlightensevery man”(John 1:9).

The administration

The object exposed, brought to light, in verse fiinghe
administration of the mysteryNote it is not the mystery specifically that
Paul works to bring to light in this verse, as discussed earlier concerning
Ephesians 3:3-4. But Paul’s focus here pertains to bringing tdfitthe
administratiori of the mystery. The meaning and application &f pinrase
“the administration of then becomes of utmost importance

The NASB English translation oatiministratiori comes from the
Greek word bikonomig” Strong’s # 3622. The wordikonomiais used by a
number of the ancient Greek texts and provideb#ses for modern
translations, including the 1901 American StanddISB, and New
International Version(NIV)But we must note, agine points out:

“In Eph. 3:9 some mss. [ancient Greek texts] Heniaonia

‘fellowship,’ for oikonomia” "

The original 1611 KJV and modern New King Jamessiva (NKJV)
choose to use the word fellowship, fraaminonia in Ephesians 3:9.
Whether the substitution &binoniafor oikonomiain those ancient texts
were deliberate, or merely copy errors, we haveap of knowing.
Fellowship koinonig does fit interestingly well into the text here as
supplementary, as well as complementary, informa#dter a thorough
examination how the Greek wootkonomiarenders meaning in this
passage, then the applicatiorkofnoniawill be discussed®

" Thayer, p. 663.

" The mystery was defined as “Christ in you, theehopglory” (Colossians 1:27), commonly referred to
as the indwelling Holy Spirit. See pages 19-21.

2Vine, 11, 90.

3 The author agrees with the decision to haikenomiaas the primary word choice for Ephesians 3:9.
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The word administratioro(konomig is translated as “administration”
three times, and as “stewardship” six times inNBSB.” Thayer in his
lexicon gives the following explanations:

“generally: the management of a household, or okkbold affairs;
specifically, the management, oversight, admintistna of others’
property... in Ephesians 3:9 — ‘the dispensation hictvhe carried

out his secret purpose”™

W.E. Vine comments on the use of the word dispemsat translating
oikonomiawith the following note: “A dispensation is nopariod or epoch
— but a mode of dealing with, an arrangement, atiaigtration of affairs.”

Vine’s dictionary gives the following descriptioarfthe word
oikonomia

“primarily signifies the management of a housermithousehold
affairs... pikos a housenomos a law).””’

So the most literal rendering forkonomiabecomes “house law” when
viewed in its component parts. This rendering bezmost useful in
determining God’s meaning here in Ephesians 3:9.

From the literal definition obikonomia “house law”, the
conscientious student of God’s word draws out tileéss of God’s
meaning as expressed here. The full phrase weesafmgd with reads: “the
administration of the mystery.” Plugging in theidéfons arrived at so far
for “administration” and “mystery” results in thellowing: “the house-law
of the indwelling Holy Spirit.”

When the Holy Spirit comes into a person’s bodgt as Jesus
modeled as He came up from the waters of baptlsapérson’s body
becomes the house or temple of God’s Spirit. | @brans 6:19 states this
truth clearly: ‘Or do you not know that your body is a temple eftdoly
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, drad you are not your
own?” So the houseo(ko9 referred to in this passage must be the
Christian’s physical body.

The law flomo3 referred to here has to do with the Spirit. Rosnan
8:2 verifies this while indicating the Spirit’s &atrity: “For thelaw of the

' Greek Dictionary of the New American Standard Estime Concordancen.1669.
" Thayer, p.440.

®Vine, 1, 321.

" Vine, 1, 320.
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Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free fromléwe of sin and of
death.” The Holy Spirit gives us His law from within, as Meites it on our
hearts and minds; as predicted in the OT and detiarthe NT:

“Andthe Holy Spiritalso bears witness to us; for afsaying“THIS
IS THE COVENANT THAT | WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER
THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORIWILL PUT MY LAWS UPON
THEIR HEART, ANDUPON THEIR MIND | WILL WRITE
THEM” (Jeremiah 31:33/Hebrews 10:15-16).

Of course the individual retains and even expamslfrée will, having
been set free from sifiand therefore is no longer a slave to’SiBut the
Christian must use his freedom, not as an oppaytéon the flesh, but to
overcome sin and serve oth&t$n the context of this freedom, Paul writes

further:

“So then, brethren, we are under obligation, nahtflesh, to live
according to the flesh—for if you are living accimglto the flesh, you
must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting &ath the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are beirlgd by the Spirit of God
these are the sons of GodR¢mans 8:12-14).

This law of the Spirit not only sets the Christfaee, but enables him
to meet the righteous requirement of the OT LawnRs 8:3-4 makes this

abundantly clear:

“For what the Law could not do, weak as it was tigiothe flesh,
God did: sending His own Son in the likeness dtikflesh and as an
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the fleshgriter thatthe
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in ysvho do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Sgirit

What a ministry, what aadministration the Spirit has in the Christian!

Possible renderings
Whenoikonomiaand/orkoinomiaare coupled with “the mystery”,

three distinct possible renderings for this phias®e before the student of

® Romans 8:2.
9 John 8:34-36.
8 Galatians 5:13.
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God’s word. As discussed previously, “the mystaghcerns the Holy
Spirit indwelling the Christian’s body. The primamsndering using
oikonomia translated as administration, would literally“tiee house law of
the indwelling Spirit.”

As stated previously, the Greek wamtonomiais translated in the
NASB three times as “administration,” but also tees as “stewardship.”
Substituting the word stewardship here would ytaklphrasethe
stewardship of the indwelling Spirit” The concept of stewardship has to
do with the management of another’s property. @pislication would have
the Spirit ministering to the Christian in managig property, which
would include the Christian’s body and time, aslaslhis material
resources. Galatians 5:17 puts it this wdgr the flesh sets its desire
against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flefgin these are in opposition
to one another so that you may not do the thingsytbu please.”Again,
the Christian retains his free will, but voluntgnlields to the Spirit’s
leading and management of his affairs.

If one considers the ancient Greek manuscripts wbontain the
word koinonig rather tharoikonomig we come up with a rendering dahé
fellowship of the indwelling Spirit.” The use okoinoniahighlights the
communion and partnership we have with the Spiridad, especially with
regard to His indwelling presence. This would caeowith Jesus’ teaching
during the last supper with His disciples as reedrith the Gospel of John.
Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as our “Helper’(NBA®r “Comforter”
(KJV).2! Certainly the Christian needs the help and contfb@od’s
presence in carrying out his part of the eterngbpse!

The transformation

The indwelling Holy Spirit ministers to the Chresti in many ways.
The most important function of the Holy Spirit cenas facilitating a
transformation, enabling a person betome conformed to the image of His
[God’s] Sorf (Romans 8:29). This transformatiangtamorphoan the
Greek® consists of a spiritual metamorphosis. The prooéss
metamorphosis in nature gives us a physical reptasen of what happens
to the person indwelt and led by the Holy Spinstead of caterpillars
becoming butterflies or tadpoles becoming frogs,flashly carnal person
changes into a spiritual person with the charamtdesus Christ.

Many NT texts describe this transformation progss command the
Christian to yield to the Spirit in completing Hi®rk. Some of the most

® John 14:16-17,26, and 16:7.
82 Greek Dictionary of the New American Standard Exstise Concordancep. 1666, Strong’s #3339.
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notable passages would include: Romans 2:29, 82821-2, I
Corinthians 3:15-18, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians-220Col. 3:10-11.
Probably the best known Scripture declaring thaltes this
metamorphosis statestHerefore if any man is in Christ, he isaw
creature the old things passed away; behold, new thingetl@me’(ll
Corinthians 5:17).

The most radical, observable change the individoah again of
water and the Spifit exhibits has to do with his turning away from §-se
centered lifestyle of sin. In the spiritually hégit growing Christian these
changes dramatically take place in the first feargafter thewashing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spi(ifitus 3:5). God even
expects that, with the Holy Spirit's help, the Glian will become holy:
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, letasmse ourselves from
all defilement of flesh and spirjtperfecting holiness in the fear of Gqd
Corinthians 7:1). The apostle Peter also writethisfpotential and purpose
for the Christian:

“Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flasim yourselves also
with the same purpose, because he who has suffetied fleshhas
ceased from sinso as to live the rest of the time in the flegsthomger
for the lusts of men, but for the will of Gofl"Peter 4:1-2).

In the context of the Ephesian letter, God calsadopted children to be
“holy and blamelegswo times in both Ephesians 1:4 and 5%27.

This constitutes the basic tenants of the phradeninistration of the
mystery that Paul determined to bring to light in Ephesia&:9. The
ministry of the Spirit is of utmost importance impowering the Christian to
fulfill his part in the eternal purpose as giventgd. In the next verse,
verse ten, all of this comes together.

For ages hidden

Paul closes Ephesians 3:9 by indicating that tinraidtration of the
mystery now revealed, “for ages has been hidd&oith who created all
things.” Earlier in chapter one of the EphesiateletPaul introduces this
topic in verse ten:.”.witha view to an administratiorsuitable to the
fullness of the times, that thie summing upof all things in Christ, things

83

John 3:5.
8 Note the phrase “holy and blameless” sandwichesternal purpose statement of Ephesians 3:9-11;
Ephesians 1:4 before, Ephesians 5:27 after.
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in the heavensand thingupon the earth” The administration of the
indwelling Holy Spirit was hidden by God before ttmurch age. In God’s
timing, now is ‘suitable to the fullness of the timdgr the “summing upor
completion of all things in Christ, botln“‘the heaverisand “upon the
earth”

God deliberately decides when and how the mantfestaf His
Spirit works with the human race. And finally, nawthese last days, He
has unfolded His grand and ultimate purpose. IrClidimes prophets such
as Ezekiel forecasted the Holy Spirit living withpeople at their very
core® Jesus also predicted these things:

“Now on the last day, the great day of the feastigstood and cried
out, saying, ‘If any man is thirsty, let him coroneMe and drink. He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture s&ichm his innermost being
shall flow rivers of living water' But this He spoke of the Spirit
whom those who believed in Hwere to receivefor the Spirit was
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorifi@¢ahin 7:37-39).

Truly the indwelling Spirit has been a mystery gea past, andyYad been
hidden in God who created all thifiggEphesians 3:9). Yet even today, the
indwelling Spirit remains a mystery to many.

The OIld Testament prophets had the Holy Spiribant; in their
minds to dictate the exact word-for-word writing®dripture, and especially
their irrefutable predictions. David is a widelydwwn example of this. He
was a prophet and had a heart for &ogbt he could not overcome sin. He
did not have the promise of the indwelling Holy i@pas the Church now
has. The Christian, separate and apart from theroghets, has the promise
given in | John 4:4:You are from God, little children, and have overeom
them; because greater e who is in youthan he who is in the world.”

Finally now in these last days God unfolds His grand ultimate
purpose. So the administration of the Spirit dutimg church age, by God'’s
design and stated purpose, will finalize thinghhotheaven and on earth
for God. And we, the church, who are indwelt by ey Spirit, have an
integral part in God’s purpose in summing up otladlse things.

% Ezekiel 11:19-21 and 36:26-27.
8 Acts 2:29-30 indicates David was a prophet, | Selri@:14 states that God “had sought out for Hifnsel
a man after His own heart” and David was appointéel over the Lord’s people.
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Ephesians 3:10

“...s0 thatthe manifold wisdom of Godhightnow bemade known
throughthe churchto the rulers and authoritiesn the heavenlies.”

The significance of verse ten, its component pantsthe total
composite as applied to the eternal purpose, cebenoverstressed! The
verse starts with the conjunction “so that,” whigbinches the series of
phrases that encapsulate God’s reasons for creaangind and the
physical universe, then bringing it all to concarsivith the church. Verse
ten also reveals that God’s Spirit indwelling oodies is not an end, in and
of itself. The fact that a person can have the etedmd Comforter, power to
overcome sin, have a brand new abundant life, Jerggss and removal of
all sin, and expect eternal life in a glorified pazkrtainly is marvelous. But
from God’s perspective, new life with the Spirinstitutes the means to an
even greater good. God reveals this greater goétisasternal purpose
beginning in this verse.

Verse ten contains a progression of phrases faligtgo that”:

“the manifold wisdom of God”, “might now”, “be madenown”, “through
the church”, “to the rulers and authorities”, “inlte heavenlies.Our
peephole into God’s answer for the seemingly newveling questions of
“Why?” pinpoints itself here in this series of pbes.

The manifold wisdom

In the phrase “the manifold wisdom of God” the Wofdsod draws
an awesome picture. The word manifgyl(poikilog functions as an
adjective here, describing the wisdom of God. Thekman Greek
dictionary gives the definition “of differing colgt and notes this is the only
time this Greek word is used in the RfTThayer in his lexicon gives two
definitions forpolupoikilos first the common usage, then as used in the NT:

1. “Much-variegated; marked with a great variety ofiocs: of cloth
or a painting.”

2. “Much varied, manifold: manifesting itself in a gtevariety of
forms, Eph. 3:10.%8

Note the everyday usage of this word in the fiesttary had to do with a
great variety of colors on something man produsadh as dyed cloth or a

87 Greek Dictionary of the New American Standard Exstise Concordancep. 1676, Strong’s #4182.
8 Thayer, pg 529
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painting. The Biblical application seems to focusrenon the concept of
variety; the many differences of form or preseotattoncerning God’s
wisdom.

W.E. Vine's dictionary gives the following entryrfpolupoikilos

“Adjective. Much variedpolus— ‘much’ andpoikilos— ‘denotes
parti-coloured, variegated (poikillo means to mgke: the root of the
first syllable is pik — found in Englisipicture)...’

Notes: (1) polupoikilos Eph. 3:10, ‘manifold’ (lit., ‘much
varied’).”®®

In pulling apart this compound wopblupoikilosVine uncovers an
interesting dimension of meaning that God wantédsied here. The first
idea conveyedyolusmeaning “much,” remains constant. But the depth of
the second half of this compound word becomes quiitigguing. According
to Vinepoikilosdenotes “parti-coloured, variegated.” The old Eigterm
parti-coloured meant “showing different colors iotg.”° The word
variegated means “varied,” and “especially havirsgmkte markings of
different colors.?! Vine also points oypoikilosas being closely associated
with the Greek worgboikillo. Poikillo is not found in the biblical text, but
the scholar of old was moved to include it in mgre for poikilos So the
reader of Greek in the first century, according\d. Vine, would have
detected a note of gaiety or joy in the word traresl into English as
“manifold.” And the common usage pblupoikilosby Greek speaking
people in the first century, as also noted in Thiaylexicon entry, had to do
with a colorful painting, which even comes througtus in our modern
English word picture”.

In tying this into a description of God’s wisdonetadjective that
comes to us as “manifold” carries with it so muosaming! Pulling all the
various aspects g@olupoikilostogether we come up with something like
this: “many numerous, uniquely different, brightigayful picture
paintings, each containing many individually distinolors and tints,
displayed in a variety of forms.” And so God chaseadjective of great
fullness and beauty, which He only uses once iretiige NT, to describe
His wisdom.

8 Vine, IlI: 37 for “manifold,” I, 326 for “divers.”
“'Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionay. Philip B. Gove (Springfield, 1967), p. 614.
L Ibid., p. 982.

38



Wisdom

Trying to pin down an adequate definition for therd/wisdom,
sophig in the phrasewisdom of Gotpresents quite an illusive task.
Common dictionaries fall incredibly short in tryitg encompass a meaning
for wisdom that could possibly belong to God. The&k scholars generally
just note thasophiais either “of God,” or “of man.” Thayer gives us a
general definition, explains the dynamic involvdeen gives the specific
application for Ephesians 3:10:

“wisdom, broad and full intelligence; used of thelledge of very
diverse matters, so that the shade of meaning iohvihe word is
taken must be discovered from the context in eactiqular case.

b. supreme intelligence, such as belongs to Gasicalled
polupoikilos from the great variety of ways and haets by which He
devised and achieved salvation through Christ, Eph0.”%

Note how the scholar’s concentration, in the dpeapplication, focuses on
the adjective “manifold”golupoikilog rather than on the noun “wisdom”
(sophig! The best even the scholars can do is let Godeéfis own terms,
especially regarding Himself!

In the Scriptures, God defines wisdom in a numbevays, with a
multitude of examples. For our purposes here, Wiefivegt focus on God
giving Solomon wisdom, when he became king of Gpd'sple, and
making him the wisest man who ever liv€@.hen the book of Proverbs will
be examined, where Solomon wrote on the acquisitiamisdom from God
and the defined results. Finally, God’s NT deseripbf wisdom in the book
of James will be examined.

In 1 Kings 3:5-12, and again in Il Chronicles 1:Z-the Bible records
how Solomon received wisdom from God. In Il Chrdescl:7, God says to
Solomon: ‘Ask what | shall give youSolomon replies!Give me now
wisdomandknowledge that | may go out and come in before the great
people, for who carule this great people of Yours?Il Chronicles 1:10).
God then grants Solomon wisdom and knowletige.

| Kings contains the same account, but uses diffex@rds. After
God offers Solomon ttAsk what you wish Me to give youSolomon
replies,“So give your servant annderstandingheart to judge your people
to discernbetween good and evil. For who is ablgudge this great people

% Thayer, p.581, Strong’s #4678.
9| Kings 3:12, the only exception being Jesus.
%1 Chronicles 1:12.
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of Yours”( Kings 3:5,9). Fusing these two accounts yielgsediminary
scriptural definition for wisdom. The worgisdom as used in Il Chronicles
1:10, is used interchangeably witlnfterstandinyand “to discerriin |
Kings 3:9. The application of wisdom in |l Chroraslconcernsrtle,”

while wisdom gives the abilitytd judge adequately in | Kings. So wisdom
concerns the understanding and discernment negdesaie and judge in a
manner worthy of God’s people.

In the book of Proverbs, Solomon wrote many wisgnggs, and
chapter two gives direction on how to receive wredocom God. The wise
man first gives a list of prerequisites concerrong’s heart and attitude to
gain wisdonT?’ then states the fact that Gagivees and “stores up wisdom
for the upright:®® A statement of results follow$Then you will discern
righteousness and justice And equity and every goadse. For wisdom
will enter your heart’(Proverbs 2: 9-10). Discernment becomes the
operative word here with regards to righteousnjassice, equity (fairness),
and every good course (decisions in every areiéedf Character and good
decision-making skills comprise wisdom from Godhis passage.

James, in his NT book, ask8/ho among you is wise and
understanding? Let him show by his good behavedkeds in deeds in
gentleness of wisddriames 3:13). Note wisdom produces good behavior,
deeds done in gentleness. The following passagedidecribes the wisdom
from God:“the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceafykentle,
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavgyiwithout
hypocrisy’(James 3:17). Since this describes the wisdom@bdtgives to
mankind it must reflect, or even mirror, His wisdom

Pulling these examples, concepts, and descriptagether yields
God’s own definition of wisdom. Essentially wisd@mtails correct
discernment of knowledge and situations, making@mmate decisions or
judgements, which result in the right and best sewf action.

Dr. Donald Howard, who developed the Accelerateddiian
Education curriculum, defines wisdom in his staffiting materials as
“character.” The following excerpt from one of tinaining manuals
explains his conception of wisdom. “Because wisdothe character of
God in ACTION, the student is taught how to recagrand apply character
gualities and how to put them into action in his.li.[wisdom] inserts are
designed to help students see life from God’s matsge and to act as God
would, were He in human form on earth tod4dy.”

% Proverbs 2:1-5.
% proverbs 2:6-7.
" Donald R. HowardSchool of Tomorrow Procedures Maniaéwisville, 1994), 1, 30.
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This definition, “wisdom is character”, fits comtably well in
attempting to render the fullness of God’s meammitpe phrase “wisdom of
God” in verse ten. As a viable synonym, “charactedy be inserted here.
Hence the opening phrase of verse ten becomesdsthe manifold
character of God...” The object of the Scripture pinped here concerns
the very nature and being of God Himself — who $i&Visdom then entails
not just some attribute of God under discussiohfhmivery essence, the
very center and apex of God'’s person. In a lightere personal way, one
may even consider the term “manifold wisdom” to@npass God’s
personality.

Combining these two views of wisdom, discernmert emaracter,
we arrive at a viable, useful depiction of God's@am. His wisdom is an
all-encompassing discernment, arising from an apptn of all knowledge,
acted out in absolute integrity of character andglyness. For God; His
life, His decisions, His divine nature, are all ppad up in His wisdom.

might / now

The use of the English word “might” by the transtatof both the
KJV and NASB does not correspond exactly with thgioal Greek.
According to Marshall in his interlinear Greek tséation, the concept
forwarded by the word “might” is bound up in therdgnoriza “might be
made known* Evidently, the translators saw an importance ingisur
English word “might” separate and apart from “bedm&nown,” possibly to
make sure its meaning is not lost on the modenerea

The NASB rendering, using the word “might” wouldygest that “the
possibility exists, but the reality may or may actually take place’® In
context, the wisdom of God “might” be made knowrotigh the church.
God desires this to happen, but the individual €iam’s free-will decisions
and actions ultimately determine the outcome. Hakusion of “might”
indicates that the indwelling of the Spirit of Gtrdoes not necessarily
mandate one’s transformation by His power. The sTian still maintains his
free will and can decide against the Spirit’s leagli‘grieving the Spirit*®
and “quenching the Spirit*™! are two ways the Scriptures express this. The
Christian’s daily, even moment by moment, decisidictate whether he
will actually be transformed into the image andreloter of Christ [God].

% Marshall, p. 561 an@reek Dictionary of the New American Standard Exstige Concordancep. 1640.
% Author’s wording, gleaned from “may” and “might'oim The American Heritage Dictionary of the
English Languagegd. William Morris (Boston, 1981), p. 808

19 Ephesians 4:30.

191 Thessalonians 5:19.
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The potentiality to become like Christ through 8@rit currently exists
during the church age, but the individual ultimatbntrols whether or not
he will become an accurate representation of tiseavn of God.

The word “now” stands on its own in both the Englend the Greek,
nunmeaning‘now, the present®” These words were first penned in the
first century, the letter to the Ephesians beinigterr about 62 or 63AR
This has definite significance, because the preiarse stated:..to bring
to lightthe administration of the mystery which for ages been hidden...’
(Ephesians 3:9). Whereas, before the administratidine mystery was
brought to light, the manifold wisdom of God hadamance of being made
known. Now that the administration of the mystay well as the mystery of
Christ itself, is being brought to light, the et@rpurpose of God might now
come to pass.

made known

The next phrase in Ephesians 3:10, “be made knongdns “to
become known, be recognized® In context here the very nature and
person of God becomes known: communicated to addratood, even
recognized, by others. Jesus did that when He tamarth in the flesh.
Hebrews 1:1-3 contains the following informatiofdd...in these last days
has spoken to us in His Son...andthe Son]is the radiance of His glory
and the exact representation of His natureAt"the Last SuppefPhilip
said to Hinjdesus] ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough fer desus
said to him, ‘Have | been so long with you andyget have not come to
know me Philip? He who has seen Me has seen tiref-d&iow can you say
‘show us the Father'?{John 14:8-9). Jesus exemplifies this concept, of
“made knowyi when He made God known during His earthly life.

Through the church

The passage goes on to state that the wisdom ofriggitt now be
made known “through the church.” In other words,w® compose the
church, having the Spirit of Christ within us, &memake known the very
wisdom of God Himself! Just as Jesus did when H&edathe earth, so the
Christian is called to become. At first this sedowhigh and exalted a
calling for us here and now. Most would objecteatst initially, that this
can possibly be done in our bodies of flesh dudagstay on earth. But this
Is precisely what this verse says and means!

192 Greek Dictionary of the New American Standard Exsfime Concordangep. 1668, Strong’s # 3568.
193 The Master Study Bibl@he Lockman Foundation (Nashville, 1981), p. 1209.
1% Thayer, p. 119.
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Consider this: the church at any given time cougts the body of
Christ on earth. Earlier in the Ephesian lettergas: ‘And He put all things
in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as hma&t all things tahe
church, which is His bodythe fullness of Him who fills all in all”
(Ephesians 1:22-23). Other passages throughoiTh®@mmunicate the
same message. | Corinthians 12:27 readsw you are Christ’'s body, and
individually members of it.\We Christians, as members of Christ, are His
feet in bringing the gospé&!> His mouth to proclaim the Word to generate
faith among men® His arms to reach out to others, His hands to hnttl
heal.

Upon examining God’s Word closely in this text, andny other
passages in the New Testament, one finds that @@@rtepared His church
for the very purpose of revealing Himself. Consigkst two statements that
Jesus made; one commonly known, the other largelyred or covered up.
In His sermon on the Mount Jesus commandégt your light shine before
men in such a way that they may see your good wankkglorify your
Father who is in heaven(Matthew 5:16), which seems fairly doable. But
now consider Jesus’ statement in John 14 T&ly, truly, | say to you, he
who believes in Me, the works that | do, he willatko; andgreater works
than these he will do; because | go to the Fathnagine these things: the
church glorifies God and has the ability to do tgeavorks than Jesus!

Peter, who was given the keys of the kingdom bysi®5addresses
all Christians in his second letter:

“for by these [Christ’ power, knowledge, glory, andellencel”® He
has granted to us His precious and magnificent pges) so that by
them you may becormpartakers of thadivine nature having escaped
the corruption that is in the World by lusi(ll Peter 1:4).

The “you” that Peter identifies here, “that magtme partakers of the
divine nature,” are those whom he addresses iniog¢hne letter of || Peter:
“ those who haveeceived a faithof thesame kind as ours.” (Il Peter 1:1).
In other words, the divine nature is availableltaheat have the faith, all
faithful Christians throughout the church age. @ihene nature necessarily
has to do with holiness, therefore we find Chrisgsiaommanded to bé&oly

195 Ephesians 6:15.
1% Romans 10:14-17.
197 Matthew 16:13-19.
18| peter 1:3.
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and blamelesstwo times in the Ephesian lettéf.God specifically calls
Christians to His character of holinedg&ke the Holy One who called you,
be holy yourselves in al behavior; because it igtem, ‘YOU SHALL BE
HOLY, FOR | AM HOLY"(l Peter 1:15-16)This “divine nature” which
Peter writes about corresponds exactly to thisdom[characterpf God
stated in Ephesians 3:10. Through this divine ratine very character of
God, we possess through the power of God'’s indmgeBpirit!

Paul states it this way in Romans 8:2Bof those whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to becammeformedto the image of His
son...” This image or pattern of Christ, according to Halsd.:3, exists as
the “exact representation of God the Father.” Sd as designed Christ’s
church to represent the various aspects of Hisacharin our new life in
Christ Jesus, and especially His wisdom. At thispeve agree with Paul in
asking, Who is adequatfor these thing®’ (Il Corinthians 2:16). Truly only
those who havethemind of Chrisf’**° those who are indwelt and led by the
Holy Spirit. These are the sons of Gotl.

The manifold church

If we, as the church are to “make know” the mauwifeisdom of God,
then it follows that the unique and beautiful atjex“manifold”
(polupoikilos}*? should apply to us also. Webster's 1828 dictioraves us
another aspect of this word as translated intoiEm@tom the Greek; that of
great diversity and number, as well as coming fémint times and ways.
His entry reads:

“Of divers kinds, many in number; numerous, muiégl
Exhibited or appearing at divers times or in vasiotays; applied to

words3 in the singular number; as the manifold winsdd God, Eph.
.+

This perspective of the meaning included in thedvamanifold” certainly
describes the Lord’s church. The church consistaiaferous individuals of
diverse background, circumstances, and persondthtyhave lived in
different cultures at various times and placesadr the earth for the last
two thousand years.

199 Ephesians 1:4 and 5:27. note Ephesians 3:10-ddnigwiched between these two texts.
10| Corinthians 2:16.

1 Romans 8:9-14.

12 5ee page 35-36 for discussiorpofupoikilos.

3 \webster, 11, 12.
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Two illustrations, drawn from other parts of the Nbfesent a
beautiful picture of the church which graphicalbresponds with the word
“manifold” used earlier in verse ten. The first cems Christians as being
“living stones.” | Peter 2:4-5 gives this illustict:

“And coming to Him as to a living stone which hasroeejected by
men, but is choice and precious in the sight of,od also, asiving
stones are being built up as a spiritual house for ayhptiesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godahgh Jesus Christ.”

This connects well with the end of Ephesians chidbtehere the church is
described as a building:

“...you are fellow citizens with the saints and ar&oél’'s household,
having been built on the foundation of the aposdles prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, inmitloe whole
building, being fitted together, is growing into a hogmplein the
Lord, in whom you also are being built togethepiatdwelling of
God in the Spirit"(Ephesians 2:19-22).

Note that public buildings were usually constrdadé stone in Jesus’ day,
and certainly God’s Temple.

Picture these stones as clear crystals or as pretrianslucent stones,
such as emeralds or rubies. God is fitjtand when His character shines
“through the church,Christians become like prisms. The light of God’s
character shines through us, as living stonessfay different “colors and
tints” of God’s character. So the church, like smor, refracts the glorious
light of God Himself into bands of brilliant coldn this sense the beginning
phrase of verse ningd' bring to light furthers the picture conveyed here,
and magnifies the adjectivenanifold’ used earlier in verse ten.

In Revelation chapter twenty-one, God picturesNbBe/ Jerusalem
representing the church. Revelation 21:2 sta#sdl saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from @adg ready as a
bride adorned for her husbandThe bride of course relates to the church
described in such passages as Ephesians 5:22\33afken 21:14 describes
the foundation of the New JerusalerAnt the wall of the city had twelve
foundation stonesand on them were the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the LambThis passage uses the same image as Ephesians 2:19-

1141 John 1:5.
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20 in describing the churchS6 then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the samntsl are of God’s
household, having been built on tfieeindation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornemesto

The stones which make up the New Jerusalem areilgesgat length
in the Revelation: ... the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of Beav
from God, having the glory of God. Her brilliancasvike a very costly
stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jaspé&tév 21:10-11)The description
then continues with regard to the types of stonakimg up the wall and
foundation:

“The material of the wall was jasper; and the cigswpure gold, like
clear glass. The foundation stones of the city walle adorned with
every kind of precious stone. The first foundasitime was jasper;
the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; thetig emerald; the
fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventirysolite; the eight,
beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase éheventh, jacinth;
the twelfth, amethyst. And the twelve gates wesb/énpearls; each
one of the gates was single pearl. And the strekteocity was pure
gold like transparent glass(Rev 21:19-21).

Imagine these stones glowing as the light of Gpdésence illuminates and
shines through themAhd the city has no need of the sun or of the nbmon
shine on it, for the glory of God has illuminedaitd its lamp is the Lamb”
(Rev 21:23). This is God’s picture for us of wha thurch looks like in the
spiritual realm! Just imagine what the angels aewg!

The other possible illustration ofrfanifold’ within the NT pictures
the church as a rainbow. Physically speaking, odids are basically
containers of water. In nature rainbows arch adtussky when sunshine
reflects through a multitude of water dropletsifgjlthrough the air. In a
spiritual sense that's what happens when the bgod’s presence passes
through the individual Christian and the churcHexdlvely. Ezekiel saw a
vision like this in his OT book of prophecyAs$ theappearance of the
rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appeagarfche
surrounding radiance. Such was tlygpearanceof the likenessef the glory
of the Lord” (Ezekiel 1:28).

This glory of the Lord, we, as the church of J&Shsst, receive
from the Father. Peter refers to the Holy Spiritthg Spirit of glory’**

15| peter 4:14.
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and recall that the indwelling Spirit is ourdpe of glory.**® Jesus
requested of His Father at His last supp&he* glory which You have given
Me | have given to thgthe apostlesjthat they may be one, just as We are
one” (John 17:22). This glory was not only for the afmsstbut also for all
who would believe in Jesus through the apostlastiag: 1 do not ask on
behalf of these alone, but for those also who belie Me through thefthe
apostles’jword” (John 17:20). Rainbows in nature picture the gtpwen to
the church, as seen in the spiritual realms.

Whether likened to crystals or raindrops, the chacts as a prism
with the Light of God passing through us. In thggbal realm white light
becomes a rainbow of various color beams, expaanaghighlighting the
component parts of visible white light as arrangadhe electromagnetic
spectrum. So it is with us, spiritually. We sphietLight, the very nature of
God into its manifold component parts, accordin@Gtml’s wisdom and
design. Recall the original discussion of “manifad tied to God's
wisdom. We arrived at the following rendition:

“many numerous, uniquely different, bright and jadybicture
paintings, each containing many individually distinolors and tints,
displayed in a variety of forms.”

Each Christian manifests a different color, a uasijat, an individual living
picture of joy, as we make known the many variets of God’s wisdom.

The first rainbow after the great flood of Noahaydvas to assure
mankind that God would never again flood the ewith water-*’ For all
Christians, since the writing of the NT book of Eplans, rainbows in
nature should remind us of the awesome beauty elightiof God’s
character being displayed through our lives in gthri

The rulers and authorities

The intended audience for the spiritual rainbowsotl’s character, as
displayed through human bodies filled with the H8yirit, are the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly place®® Often the phrase “rulers and
authorities” refers to those men and women wieldathority on earth. And
true, God calls His church to witness before kiagd all who are in
authority. The Lord told Ananias, with referenceSaul: ‘Go, for he is a

18 Colossians 1:27.
17 Genesis 9:11-17.
18 Ephesians 3:10, last phrase.
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chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name betoee3entiles and kings
and the sons of Israel(Acts 9:15).Earlier Jesus told His disciplesou
will even be brought before governors and kingdMgrsake, as a testimony
to them and to the GentilegMatthew 10:18). And of course all Christians
are called to be ambassadors for Christ in thedaariong men and beg
them to be reconciled to God (Il Corinthians 5:20).

But the rulers and authorities stated in Ephestab8 are those “in
the heavenly placé$NASB) or “in the heavenliedMarshall). Thayer
provides the following information on the Greeknetepouranios’ which
Is translated as “heavenly places:”

“existing in or above heaven, heavenly; existm@éaven:

b. the heavenly regions, i. e. heaven itself, thaxa of God and
angels: Eph. i. 3, 20; ii. 6, iii. 10; the lowerdwens, or the heaven of
the clouds, Eph. vi. 12"

Note that Thayer indicates that tHeeavenly placégeferred to in
Ephesians 3:10 comprise “the abode of God andrtgels.” But then he
notes that the term also applies in Ephesiansté:ii# “lower heavens,” or
the place “of the clouds.” Sepouranioscan be used to indicate Heaven
itsellféowhere God lives, or earth’s atmosphere, momly referred to as the
sky.

W. E. Vine's dictionary of Greek words does an axt&e job on the
use ofepouraniosn the NT. The entries, which apply most specifictd

our study, are shared as follows:

HEAVEN, HEAVENLY (-IES)

B. Adjectives.

2. EPOURANIQS, heavenly, what pertains to, or is eaven (epi,
in the sense of ‘pertaining to,’ not here, ‘abgybhas meanings
corresponding to some of the meaningswfanosA, No. 1.

(b) of the place where Christ “sitteth at the tighnd of God” (i.e., in

a position of authority), Eph 1:20; and of the pragposition of

believers in relation to Christ, 2:6; where thegsess ‘every spiritual

blessing,’ 1:3;

(d) of those places whose sphere of activity ostexice is above, or

In contrast to that of earth, of “principalitiesdapowers,” Eph. 3:10;

19 Thayer, p. 247.
120 Also see Matt. 6:26, 8:20, Acts 10:12, 11:16, aaches 5:18.
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of the “spiritual hosts of wickedness,” 6:12 R\, the heavenly
places.*!

Here Vine addresses the adjective fornepduraniosas found in Ephesians
3:10, and other Scripture texts. Note the listimgéude where Christ is
seated, (b); and the sphere of activity for “thensiand authorities”

(NASB), as used in the Scripture verse, Ephesiats 8d).

So, the rulers and authorities indicated in Epmssg&10 exist and are
active in Heaven and the sky, in contrast to oretim¢h. Most agree these
rulers and authorities are angelic beings. Thageres to the following
conclusions:

Rulers arche: “Hence the term is transferred by Paul to thgeds
and demons holding dominions entrusted to therherotder of
things: Ro. viii. 38; | Co. xv. 24; Eph. i. 21;.ii.0; vi. 12; Col. I. 16;
ii. 10, 157

Authorities exousid: “ the leading and more powerful among created
beings superior to man, spiritual potentates; usdide plural of a
certain class of angels: Col. i. 16; | Pet. iii, Eph. iii. 10...

used also of demons: in the plural, Eph. vi. 12; ©.dl5.1%

Vine also agrees that these rulers and authoatesngels:

ARCHE beginning, government, rule, is used of supraraned
beings who exercise rule, called “principalitiesIN]; (a) of holy
angels, Eph. 3:10, the church in its formation geémthem the great
expression of “the manifold (or ‘much varied’) wisd of God.***

EXOUSA: denotes freedom of action, right to act.
Angelic beings are called “powers”[KJV] in Eph. 8:F°

Therefore; therulers and authorities in the heaven pla¢ess stated in
Ephesians 3:10, must be the angels. And the téutess”(arche and
“authorities”exousa apply to two hierarchies, or orders, of angels.

2LV/ine, p. 209.
12 Thayer, p. 77.
123 |pid., p. 225.
124V/ine, I, 213.
12 bid., p. 196.
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The specific target audience for the church makimgwn the
manifold wisdom of God, as stated in Ephesians,Jafid®two classes of
ruling angels. As rulers, they must have authartg influence over the
other angel$?® They must exercise “wisdom,” whether godly or daind®’
as they carry out their decision-making responsigsl. These should be, of
all the angelic hosts, most aware and attentivkaauality of wisdom.

In summary then, God’s Word indicates that weChsst’'s church,
are to make known His very wisdom to the angelstfidViany of these
angels exist in Heaven itself, with and for Godeaslenced in the phrase
“the heavenly placeslso being used in Ephesians 1:20 and 2:6. But
in context of the Ephesian letter, Paul uses theessavo Greek words for
“rulers and authoritiesagain in Ephesians chapter 6:1Fot our struggle
Is not against flesh and blood , but agaitist rulers against the
powergauthorities], against the world forces of this darkness, agatinst
spiritual forces of wickedness the heavenly place’ This specifically
applies to fallen angels who oppose God and thd's@hurch. Satan, now
that he has been thrown down to earth, is destabkéthe prince of the
power of the air.*?® All of these angelic hosts constitute the intended
audience for the church’s display of God’s wisdom.

To recount and consolidate the Scripture’s amagiatgments
examined in the last two verses takes one’s bi@atly! Ephesians 3:9-10
aspires to: bring to light what is the administration of the stgry which for
ages has been hidden | God who created all thisgshat the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made known throughhbect to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly placds. other words, in illuminating the
administration of the mystery, the operation andistiry of the Holy Spirit
working within the Christian, God empowers andai®s the Christian. His
reason for doing so, as explained in verse tersistanin the collective body
of Christians displaying His wisdom to the rulingsses of angels.

This most certainly leads to the question as to @hy needs us, as
the church, to make known His manifold wisdom te émgels. This
guestion is addressed in Appendix II.

126 Ken Wilson,A Study Guide on the Mystery of Ang@lsyallup, 2009), p. 7.
127 James 3: 14-16.
128 Ephesians 2:2.
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Ephesians 3:11
“...in accordancewith the eternal purposevhich He carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord...”

Ephesians 3:11 continues the line of thought aatheough from
verse ten. Verse 11 in the NASB version readikis was in accordance
with the eternal purpose which He carried out inri€hJesus our Lord.”
Most noteworthy here is the fact that the origi@atek texts never include
the opening two words “This was.” Instead an unmifgted continuum
flows from verse ten into verse eleven. So theetytiof the thought would
read:

“...the manifold wisdom of God might now be made knthwough
the church to the rulers and the authorities in ligavenly places in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He caroet in Christ
Jesus our Lord"(Ephesians 3: 10-11).

The phraseih accordance withthen becomes vitally important in
binding the role of the church, as described is&aen, with the eternal
purpose which Jesus inaugurated, as stated in gkgen. Thayer gives
both a general definition foirf accordance with(kata) and as it is used in
the specific context of the Ephesian letter. Theegal definition reads:

“a preposition denoting motion or diffusion or ditien from the
higher to the lower; as in classical Greék.”

From the higher to the lower must have to do watbu$ (the higher) guiding
and empowering His church (the lower). Thayer'scemeentry gives this
insight:

“used of the cause; through, on account of, framng to, (in
accordance with i.e. in consequence of, by virfy&'g°

Jesus and His life must be the original cause cangbart in God’s eternal
purpose comes, “through” or “from,” and “in conseque of” what Jesus
has accomplished.

An example would be found in Jesus going to thesfor mankind.
The angels must have been aghast as they watah&bthof God, God in

129 Thayer, p. 328, Strong’s # 2596.
130 pid.
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the flesh, nailed to a cross and take on the ditiseoworld. In all likelihood,
some would have passed the event off, reasonitddthavas God and knew
the outcome, or using some other contorted ratoriaBut when they see
the Christian dying daily as a living sacrifice fayth, or being martyred as
in the days of old®* the reality would be much harder to minimize. And
formerly worldly people transformed to live holydis should graphically
convict the angelic audience!

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary gives more insight in afi¢he definitions
of “accordance,” when used as a noun: “Agreemetit avperson;
conformity with a thing.**® The first application would be agreement with
Jesus, which one does in trusting and obeying Miith regards to
“conformity with a thing,” conformity with the eteal purpose fits very well
in this case. Here the Christian conforms to thagenof Christ>* being
transformed into His character to reveal God’s wiadn individually
diverse ways. This constitutes our part in thenatigourpose of God
precisely.

Eternal purpose

The eternal purpose was defined in its componens;g@ternal” and
“purpose,” earlier in the Introduction section bistpaper under the heading
Definitions. From the literal rendering “settingtto the showbread of the
ages** the Scripture applies this foreshadow to the dhnoefclesus Christ.
The church functions as the showbread of God taithayl_ord’s people are
on display to reveal His wisdom to the heavenlhytfids so doing, the
church accomplishes God’s stated eternal purpose.

In other words, Jesus initially broke the trail &add has recreated us
in Christ*° by design, to finish what Jesus pioneered. Imaesgthe Church
functions as the follow through to what Christffirstiated. This is much
like a baseball batter's completion of his swinggahis bat connects with
the ball, or the motion of a bowler's arm and wafier the ball leaves his
fingers. Truly the power and effectiveness, anckegly the final results,
reside in the follow through.

And so it is with us, Christ’'s church on earth. Tokow through
started with the Pentecost of Acts chapter two,mthe enthroned Christ

131 True, this is speculation. But considering thesttdn by some of the angels and war in Heaven, Rev
12: 7-9, this would be the likely disposition by of the angels.

132 An example would be Acts 7, the martyrdom of Seeph

183 \webster, I, 2.

134 Romans 8:29.

135 See pages 11-12.

38| Corinthians 5:17.
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sent the Holy Spirit from Heaven to indwell menapermanent basis and
perform a spiritual metamorphosis. From then oa,diitcome of God’s
program depends on the body of believers aliveastheat any given time
during the Church Age. The apostle Paul sharegdriswith these words:
“Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, andany flesh | deny share
on behalf of His body, which is the churghfilling up what is lacking in
Christ’s afflictions” (Col. 1:24). Whether it be suffering, or any other
service for Christ, the completion of the eternaigmse depends on the
individual Christians comprising the church.

Ephesians 3:12

“...iIn whom we havéoldnessandconfidentaccesghroughfaith in
Him.”

This verse gives much insight on the position amg@verment of
the individual Christian to accomplish God'’s etéqmarpose. Verse twelve
states’in whom we have boldness and confident accessugirdaith in
Him” (NASB). The “whom” here must be Jesus Christ our Lord asathin
verse eleven. And the “we” refers to the ChristiahEphesus and the
church at large as stated earlier in verse teroudir Jesus, we as the
church, have boldness and confident acce$sThe immediate question
comes: “Access to what?” Verse twelve does notlsatyearlier in the
Ephesian text Paul statéfor through Him[Christ Jesusive both
[Christian of both Jewish and Gentile backgroumalfe ouraccessn one
Spirit to the Father’(Ephesians 2:18). Our confident access then @oib
the Father.

Under the OT, access to God was extremely limitée. NT access,
gained by Jesus for His church, was portrayed wesnried out in a loud
voice on the cross, “It is finished® At that very moment the veil in temple
was ripped in half from top to bottohf

The veil divided the tabernacle, then the tempie iwo rooms. In
Exodus 26, God detailed the construction of théimghe tabernacle:

“And you shall make a veil of blue and purple aratlst material
and fine twisted linen; it shall be made with ch®m, the work of a
skillful workman. And you shall hang it on fourlgiks of acacia
overlaid with gold, their hooks also being of gada, four sockets of

137 30hn 19:30.
138 Mark 15:37-38.
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silver. And you shall hang up the veil under thespk, and shall
bring the ark of the testimony there within thd;\amd the veil shall
serve for you as a partitiobetween the holy place and the holy of
holies”(Exodus 26:31-33).

While the veil remained intact, the priests miaistg daily in the Holy
Place were shut off from the power and presencgoaf. Once the veil was
torn, the Holy of Holies was then open to the daiipistrations of the
priest. This represented that the barrier betwesth &hd man had been
overcome through Jesus’ sacrifice. The book of eMbrputs it this way:
“Therefore brethren, since we hasanfidence to enter the holy place by
the blood ofJesusby a new and living way which He inaugurated fer u
through the veil that is,His flesh...let us draw near with a sincere heart in
full assurance of faith...{(Hebrews 10:19-20,22).

The spiritual fulfillment

But God’s plan called for the foreshadow and proih®ature of the
physical temple to transfer spiritually into theuoth. In the present Church
Age the Holy Spirit comes into the Christian’s bahd sits on the throne
room of the Christian’s heaff’ Hence we have scriptural statements such
as | Corinthians 6:19:0r do you not know that your body is a temple ef th
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from Gaj that you are not
your own?” Therefore the Temple represented and foreshaddveed t
Christian’s body. With the Holy Spirit currently our hearts, our daily lives
of ministry are opened to the very throne room seat of God.

The access we, as the Lord’s church, have to Goé&alther directly
depends on the indwelling Holy Spirit of God. Thgbuthe Holy Spirit*
our personal and collective access to the Fathemeediate, direct, full,
and beyond even our ability to put into words.

One means of access to God regards the transmastbreception of
a Christian’s prayer. Romans 8:26-27 states:

“In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakrfessye do not
know how to pray as we should, bl Spirit Himself intercedes for
us with groanings too deep for words; and He who skas the
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, bee&iesintercededor
the saintsaaccording to the will of God

139 Ephesians 3:16-17.
140 Ephesians 2:18, 4:4.
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The Spirit within the Christian “intercedes,” thatsearches our inner most
being**! Knowing our thoughts, He takes our humble attertpppeak with
God and communicates with God on our behalf “withagings to deep for
words.” Jesus, now seated on the throne with tiieeFand knowing “what
the mind of the Spirit is,” speaks in the presevicne Father on our behalf!
A plausible illustration of this would be likeninige prayer process to a
courtroom scene. Jesus acts as an attorney takimgpee before the Judge;
He uses the finest argumentation and legal terrgylcomplimented by
His influence in being the Judge’s favorite andydmggotten Son! This
certainly is access with a capital “A”.

At this point we should note that Paul, after arsbtatement of
comfort for the Ephesian brethren concerned abisutibulations*** goes
on to pray for the brethren to accomplish the psepaf God by means of
this access?® Several phrases in the prayer highlight the diigraccess to
God through the Holy Spirit16 be strengthened with power through His
Spirit in the inner mayi “that Christ may dwell in your heayts thatyou
may be filled up to all the fullness of Gbdnd ‘to do far moreabundantly
beyond all that we ask or think according to thevpothat works within
us” *** Note these words of prayer are from a man whatéefity “doesn’t
know how to pray as we shol(Romans 8:26). My goodness, just imagine
what these words sounded like to God after the Spirit and Jesus were
done with them!

On a daily, on-going basis, the Christian ministexfore God as
heaven itself is open to us continually. In Ephesi2:6 the Scriptures even
declare that we are seated with Him on the thronaised us up with Him
andseated us with Himn the heavenly places in Christ JesEph 2:6).

In other words the church has constant spirituegéss to God the Father
through His Son.

Boldness and confident

Verse twelve describes the access we receive téateer with the
words ‘boldnessand “confident” Not only is the access itself awesome, but
our countenance as we live daily in His presenesesigmificantly changed
from the Mosaic age. Christians are called a rpyiaisthood, amongst other
things, in | Peter 2:9:

41| Corinthians 2:11.

142 Ephesians 3:13.

143 Ephesians 3:14-21.

144 Ephesians 3:16,17,19,20, respectively.
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“But you are A CHOSEN RACHEA royal PRIESTHOOD, A

HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR GOD’S OWN POSSESSION, so
that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him wilas balled you out
of darkness into His marvelous light.”

Whereas the position of those OT priest enteriegdbernacle was “fear
and trembling,**> we have boldness and confidence before God. Tiheau
of Hebrews puts it this wayTherefore, brethren since we has@nfidence
to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus bgw and living wayvhich
he inaugurated for us through the veil, that iss IHesh...” Hebrews 10:19-
20).

An example of such boldness would be the apostier F@efore he
received the indwelling Holy Spirit he denied ek@owing Jesus to a
servant girl:*® But after receiving the Holy Spirit he stood beftine same
council that forced the execution of Jesus, ansia ‘Whether it is right in
the sight of God to give heed to you rather thaGeoal, you be the judge; for
we can not stop speaking about what we have setheard”’(Acts 4:19-
20). Later Peter tells them, after bemgested agairfwe must obey God
rather than men”Acts 5:29). And this boldness and confidence infess
as the Christian understands the eternal purpostiesl in Ephesians 3:10.

The faith

In its entirety, verse 12 reads whom we have boldness and
confident accesthrough faith in Him.” Note the last phrase “through faith
in Him” declares that faith provides the basisdar continuing access to the
Father. As such, the last phrase of verse 12 bexwpg significant and
even more so upon examination of the original GréBkrough faithin
Him” actually readsthrough the faithof Him” in the original
manuscripts?’ When someone has faith someone else, then it follows
that he draws strength from and leans upon thabpewith trust. The
person has confidence in the trusted person’syhitid willingness to be
there for him. And this is certainly true of outateonship with Christ, and
initially we are to have faitim Him.

But Ephesians 3:12 should be translatedrf whom we have boldness
and confident access througte faith of Him.” The concept of having the
“faith of” someone constitutes an entirely differesalm from having “faith

15 Hebrews 12:21.
4% Matthew 26: 69-72.
147 The King James Version translates this correethereas none of the modern versions do!
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In” someone. In the rendering “the faith of,” oreskthe same or identical
faith as someone else; specifically here, the @itGhrist. The other
person’s faith is absorbed and duplicated withie'eself. So the power (in
verse twelve the terntldnessandconfidenceare used) gained from such
faith comes from within rather than needing an mdkperson to provide
what one may lack. According to Galatians 2:20 Bhilippians 3:9, where
the phrase “faith of” is used in the Greek, thei§€itan’s entire life and
personal righteousness rests upon his acquisifitreorery faith which
Jesus had when he walked the earth. Peter, imhisrgal letter to the
church, begins by addressing Christiansd®se who have received a faith
of thesame kindas ours by the righteousness of our God and Saesus
Christ” (Il Peter 1:1). Ephesians 4:5 states ther@ie ‘faith” Jude 3
appeals to all Christians tocdntend earnestly fahe faith which was once
for all handed down to the saints&s Paul explains:faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the wood Christ (Romans 10:17). Starting with
Christ Himself in a human body, to the Christiadayp, the Word of God
produces the faith of Christ in those who are inthwe the Holy Spirit.

This faith of Christ developing within the Christias he matures
provides the basis for his personal access to @odell as taking on the
divine nature, the very wisdom and holiness of Gadself!*® In doing so,
the Christian manifests thetanifold wisdom of Gddso that the reflected
iImage of God’s person may be made known to thesaled authorities in
the heavenly places. This constitutes the essdrme @art in the eternal
purpose as described in Ephesians 3:10.

Summary

Prayerfully, this examination of Ephesians chafiteze has
brought to light many wonderful and inspiring copisefrom God’s Word.
The phrasethe eternal purposesits as a pinnacle right in the middle of the
chapter. Verse eleven indicates Jesus initiallji@dout the eternal purpose:
“...In accordance with the eternal purpose which Heiedrout in Christ
Jesus our Lord."Whereaserses nine and ten specifically identify
mankind’s role in God’s eternal purpose:

“to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery whiah fo
ages has been hidden in God, who created all thingsrder that the

48| peter 1:4.

57



manifold wisdom of God might now tmade knowrthrough the
church to the rulers and the authorities in the veay places.”

Ephesians 3:1-7 contains the context and lead @Goidis eternal
purpose. In this section the reader finds essephic@ses including;the
mystery’ “the mystery of Christ”heirs” “the promis¢ “the gospel and
“administration of the mystetywWhen these phrases are properly defined
and assimilated, they form stepping stones leaidinige summit of
understanding, wherein the fullness of our patheneternal purpose may be
apprehended.

On the backside of Ephesians chapter three, tidestwf God’s
Word finds a high plateau which gives insight ihtaw we are able to
accomplish God’s purpose. Our bold and confideaéss to God’s power
and person through faith, the faith of Christ, gittee Lord’s church the high
ground. Then Paul prays for the church, a richoerful prayer, to bring
us ‘to all the fullness of Gotf*° All this so we might understand, and
thereby more deliberately embrace, the eternalgaerpf God. This
constitutes the very purpose for which Christ pasgd us with His own
blood**°

THE END

When speaking in terms of eternity, ends are alvadysginning. In
this physical universe we expect a beginning anerngh As we are
conceived and born, live then die, a beginningamédnd are all we know.
But when Jesus cried, “It is finished and died on the cross, His end
actually became a beginning. His physical deathntndés body was done
and it was laid in the grave. And yes, He accormplisall that God intended
for Him while He lived as the Son of Man on eakHlle.indeed fulfilled all
the prophets had foretold about Him for His lifelaninistry among the

peoplet>

149 Ephesians 3:19.
150 Acts 20:28.
151 30hn 19:30.
152 Luke 24: 25-27.
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Jesus’ work

Yet, in a greater sense Jesus’ work and purposg@ieadegun. While
His body lay cold in the tomb, in the Spirit He wém Sheol, the resting-
place for the souls of the dead. | Peter 3:19-26ldses that He went to
Hades and:

“made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, vamzce were
disobedient, when the patience of God kept waitirige days of
Noah, during the construction of the ark, in whacfew, that is, eight
persons, were brought safely through the water.”

And according to Luke 23:43, Jesus told one othireves crucified
with Him “today you will be with Me in paradiséso Jesus visited and
ministered in the two holding areas of Sheol; Haales paradise, interfacing
the souls of all those people who had lived and dgto the cross.

Then, He arose on the first day of the week, ahudis fleshly body
after three days in the graV& He appeared to Mary at the gravesifepok
a seven-mile hike to Emmaus while having a persBiidé study with two
of His disciples;” then showed Himself to the apostles that evemirige
upper room:>° All of these things He did on the very first defyHis
resurrection.

According to the book of Acts, Jesus appeared soadbstles over a
period of forty days, teaching them about the korgd®” During that period
He appeared to many people at various times amegl@roving to them
with certainty His bodily resurrection. The nextn8ay following His
resurrection He appeared to the apostles agaireievening in the upper
room. This time Thomas was with them, and Jesue baw the proof that
he had earlier demanded:.Unless | see in His hands the imprint of the
nails, and put my finger into the place of the siadind put my hand into His
side, | will not believe(John 20:25). The Bible shares several such
appearances by Jesus during the forty days foligpwdiis bodily
resurrection:

“and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twalfter that He
appeared to more than five hundred brethren attone, most of

153 Matthew 12:40, 27:62-66, 28:1-7.
154 30hn 20:11-18.

155 Luke 24:13-32.

156 | uke 24:36-49.

157 Acts 1:3-8.
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whom remain until now, but some have fallen aslédegn He
appeared to James, then to all the apostles; astldfall, as to one
untimely born, He appeared to me algb'Corinthians 15:5-8).

On the fortieth day after His resurrection Jesugiaded into Heaven,
where He continues to accomplish His Father’s wikven greater ways.
Luke gives us this account of the ascensiémd‘ after He had said these
things, He wadifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received
Him out of their sight. And as they were gazingnily into the sky while He
was going, behold, two men in white clothing stbeside them. They also
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand lookingittte sky? This Jesus,
who has beetaken yp from younto heaven will come in just the same
way as you have watched Him go into heavéACts 1:9-11).

Upon entering Heaven the Scriptures indicate Jestesed into the
Holy of Holies of Heaven itself as our High Priddebrews gives us this
information:

“Therefore it was necessary for the copies of thegthin the heavens
to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly thheyaselves with
better sacrifices than these. For Christ did nateea holy place
made with hands, a mere copy of the true onentitheaven itself
nowto appear inthe presence of God for ygor was it that He
would offer Himself often, as the high priest estiie holy place year
by year with the blood that is not his own. OtheryiHe would have
needed to suffer often since the foundation ofbdd; but now once
at the consummation of the ages He has manifestedttaway sin by
the sacrifice of Himself(Hebrews 9:23-26).

After fulfilling His high priestly duties, we undstiand that Jesus was
crowned as King and sat down on the throne ati¢jit hand of God the
Father. Hebrews 1:3 makes this statemenmltéh He had made purification
of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Mgjes high.” From this
position Jesus received the promise of the HolyitSphich He poured out
onto mankind starting on the day of Pentecostillintj the prophesy of Joel
as preached by Peter in Acts 2:14-21. Since thausJé..is able also to
save forever those who draw near to God through,inteHe always
lives to make intercessiofor theni (Hebrews 7:25), as He sits with His
Father on the throne. When Steven was martyredydiog to Acts chapter
seven, Jesus stood up from His seated positioheothtone to give His man
a standing ovation:
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“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intgntito heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at thiet ihgnd of God;
and he said, ‘Behold, | see the heavens openeddph& Son of Man
standing at the right hand of GodActs 7:55-56).

During this church age, Jesus’ ministry continuweguicken His
people as they minister for Him on earth. The Nffels tell of His ministry
now, to us and for us, indicating that His curremiployment has much
more significance than His earthly work. Note thbtketies of this as stated
in Romans 5:8-11:

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, ihwiale we
were yet sinners, Christ died for duch more then having now
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved frioenwrath of God
through Him. For if while we were enemies, we wew®nciled to
God through the death of His sanuch more having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Awad only this but we
also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christptlgh whom we
have now received the reconciliation.”

The point

The point here, in delineating some of the moraifigant things
accomplished by Jesus after His earthly life ended¢erns what the reader
does after reading and contemplating this papé¢hemrternal purpose of
God. Jesus' life on earth was between thirty-tlanee thirty-four years.
About three and a-half years of those, He devaiqaiiblic ministry*>® His
ministry since the cross spans almost two thougaads. Although the
Lord’s earthly ministry was necessary and wondexfitlat He has
accomplished since His death has far more impogt#man the few years He
walked the earth.

Likewise, what happerafter a bible study, or preached message
determines how “good” it really was! One may walkag afterwards
feeling pumped-up and motivated, but what doegpérson do with the
material presented? The results are everything. ¥dhes if a person gets
excited for a few hours, or even a few days, bdsarp doing nothing in
response?

1581 uke 3:23.
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So what are you going to do with this material @nag the eternal
purpose and any insight gained? More, much monéngmeeds to be done
on this subject! There are so many questions yeetasked and answered.
Most of all, a deeper understanding of the etgoogbose should up-grade a
person’s life; his integrity, holiness, love, amhgce. The angels are
watching! They “long to look” into the things whiele have and are as
Christians->

The church especially needs to get over our péfigrdnces of
personalities and opinions, in order to work togetiffectively in building
up the body of Christ. Jesus wants us to hastemdtlisn'®® And He’s not
coming back until all the living ston&Sare placed in the temple securely.
The Lord awaits our progress:.the building up of the body of Christ; until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of treowledge of the Son of
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stahatbelongs to the
fullness of Christ’(Ephesians 4:12-13).

Forward!

One of the preliminary editors of this paper, af@arewing it, asked:
“Why does a Christian need to know about the etgruaigose?” Church
leadership needs to know about the eternal purpssany and all teachings
in the Bible must be expounded. But in referenciéoaverage Christian,
consider the following account.

During one of the Allied beach landings on a Sdediific island
during World War 1l, the commanding officer recadvan urgent radio
message. The troops surging onto the beach froerevaft were coming
under heavy fire from the well fortified Japaneséedders. The message
stated that the military motion picture crew docuativgy the battle had just
run out of film. They asked for orders: “Should fa# back?” The
commander roared: “Absolutely not! Don't fall badk&ep your cameras
rolling, film or no film!” After signing off, the sinned communications
officer asked the commander why he was havingdieat stay out there
under heavy fire. The commander replied: “Becaugéraops are more
courageous when they know they are being filnéd.”

Once the church understands and truly discerns ilgating on, we
too will be more courageous. The film crews in Hgaare documenting our

199 peter 1:12.

190 peter 3:12.

11| peter 2:5.

%2 This account has been confirmed, but as yet toardentation has not been secured. Any help in
securing a source(s) would be greatly appreciated.
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battle as we storm spiritual beachemgdinst the rulers, against the powers,
against the world forces of this darkness, agatinstspiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly palat&dhe weapons of our warfare are...
divinely powerful for the destruction of fortress@#e are destroying
speculations and every lofty thing raised up agains knowledge of God,
and taking every thought captive to the obediericghoist.”*®*

Through it all, as children of ligh> we are to make known the
manifold wisdom of God to the rulers of all the algforces who are
watching. This is who we are, and why we are here.

Steven M. Compton

408 Bear Trall

Whitefish, MT 59937
406-862-6765 (home)
406-751-8840 (cell)
steveandbonnie@centurytel.net

163 Ephesians 6:12.
1841) Corinthians 10:4-5.
185 Ephesians 5:8.

63



APPENDIX |—Proof Texts

Wilson, Jay, Proof that the Bible is the Word of Go@Bozeman, MT: 11" Hour
Press, 2007), www.newcreationstudies.org, 40 pp.

Morris, Henry M., Editor, Scientific CreationismPublic School Edition, (San Diego,
CA:CLP Publishers, 1974), 218 pp, ISBN: 0-89051-Q65.

McDowell, Josh,Evidence That Demands A VerdigiSan Bernadino, CA: Here’s
Life Publishers, Inc., 1979), 387 pp, ISBN: 0-9188-46-3.

Casteel, Herbert C.,Beyond a Reasonable Doulgtloplin, MO: College Press
Publishing Co., 1990), 237 pp, ISBN: 0-89902-351-6

Strobel, Lee, The Case for Christ(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998), 297 pp,
ISBN: 978-0-310-20930-0.

Strobel, Lee, The Case for Faith(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000), 298 pp,
ISBN: 0-310-23469-7.

DVDs

Discovery Media Productions,The Exodus Revealed, Search for the Red Sea
Crossing (Chicago, IL: Questar, Inc., 2002), 180 min.

lllustra Media, Producers, The Priviledged Planet(lllustra Media, 2006), 60 min.

Larson, Rick, Presenter/Producer,The Star of Bethlehem(Spokane, WA: Mpower
Pictures, LLC, 2009), 65min.

Stein, Ben,Expelled: No Intelligence Allowegd(Universal City, CA: Premise Media
Corp., 2008), 95 min.

64



APPENDIX I

Why the Church?

Having unlocked God'’s definition for His eternalrpase in
Ephesians chapter three, an obvious question faaekind front and
center. Why does God need the church to “make khé#simanifold
wisdom to the angels? Don't they see that God'ssamtmaking and
judgements are the very best possible? Shoulda’atigels trust Him, as
they see God face-to-face and are continually s)xgesence within the
spiritual realm? Don’t they already know the divimeture and character of
God? Haven't they been with God since they werated? What's the
problem?

And when one considers the lengths God has gomecteating the
physical universe and mankind, then sending His&oa sacrifice to
redeem mankind, expending vast amounts of timesaedgy to transform
His church on an individual basis for the last teée® hundred plus years, to
say nothing of the personal suffering all mankiad br will endure, these
guestions become even more pressing!

One plausible answer comes in reviewing the cir¢antes of Jesus’
life here on earth as the Son of God. After all,releresented the Father in
every way for mankind?® In speaking with His closest disciples, Jesus
shared: If you hadknown Me, you would have known My Father also; from
now on you know Him, and have seen Hiidave | been so long with you,
and youhave not come to know Méhilip? He who has seen Me has seen
the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the FathBxd?you not believe that
| am in the Father, and the Father is in Me?John 14:7,9-10). Jesus
modeled God the Father while in the flesh. Coulzkithat Jesus provides an
example for us as to what the Father faces in Heawth the angels?

In the NT we find that Jesus, the Creator of thespdal universe and
mankind®’ was summarily rejected when He became a man aadl li
amongst us. John 1:10-11 readde*was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, and the World did not know Hira.ddme to His own,
and those who were His own did not receive Hibater in John’s Gospel
account, Jesus came to His own people in Galilee.apostle writes:After

186 Hebrews 1: 1-3.
187 Hebrews 1:2, Colossians 1:16.
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the two days He went forth from there into Galileer Jesus Himself
testified thata prophet has no honor in his own countryJohn 4:43-44).
Likewise, has God lacked honor due Him in Heaven?

Jesus’ statement thad prophet has no honor in his own coufitry
literally came home for Him in an incident at Naathr His hometown.
Mark’s Gospel gives this account:

“And He went out from there, and He came into Hiedtown; and
His disciples followed Him. And when the Sabbaith ¢@me, He
began to teach in the synagogue; and the manyassevere
astonished, saying, ‘Where did this man get thieisg$, and what is
this wisdom given to Him, and such miracles asdtpesformed by
His hands? ‘Is not this the carpenter, the son afyyland brother of
James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? Are netdikss here
with us?’ And they took offense at Him. And Jeaigts them, A
prophet is not without honor except in his hometownd among his
own relatives and in his owhousehold’ And He could do no
miracle there except that He laid His hands updava sick people
and healed them. And He wondered at their unbe(idtirk 6:1-6).

Earlier we read that Jesus’ own family even treeduppress Him and His
ministry: “And He came home, and the crowd gathered agasydb an
extent that they could not even eat a meal. Wherown people heard of
this, they went out ttake custody of Himfor they were sayintiHe has lost
His senses’ (Mark 3:20-21).

This dynamic which Jesus faced on earth with Hia family and
town’s people, and eventually he rulers of theamatf Israel, may in fact
reflect and exemplify what God faced in Heaven Witk angels. If so, God
makes His situation known to the church throughetkeemple of His Son
Jesus. As Jesus’ position and wisdom were rejduteden, so also the
position and wisdom of God may have been rejecyedl fortion of the
angels.

If this is the case, then God using Sprit-filledpke as third-party,
free-will agents to make known His wisdom to thgela makes sense. And
when one considers the beauty and perfection &f aysdan, it truly
epitomizes God’'s wisdom!

66



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Holy Bible, King James Version, The Open Bible Edih, (Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson, Publishers, 1975).

The Holy Bible, Updated New American Standaf@naheim, CA: Foundation
Publications, Inc., 2002).

The Master Study Bible, NAfNashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 1981).

Gove, Philip B., ed. Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictiongd§pringfield, MA:
Gé&c Merriam Co., 1967).

Hanson, Victor Davis, “The Future of Western War,” Imprimis (Hillsdale, MI:
Hillsdale College Press, 2009).

Howard, Donald R., School of Tomorrow Procedures Maual, Vol. | (Lewisville,
TX: Accelerated Christian Education, Inc., 1981).

Marshall, Alfred, NASB-NIV Parallel New Testament in Greek and Endiis
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 198§% ISBN: 0-310-
34670-3.

Morris, William, Editor, The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Lajuage,
(Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1981), ISBN: 0-35-20360-0.

Strobel, Lee, The Case for Faith(Grand Rapids, MIl: Zondervan Publishing House,
2000), ISBN: 0-310-20930-0.

Thayer, Joseph Henry, D.D.Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testamgent
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1977), ISBN: é8010-8838-0.

Thomas, Robert L., TH. D., General Editor,New American Standard Exhaustive
Concordance of the BibleHebrew-Aramaic and Greek Dictionaries
(Nashville, TN:Holman Publishers, 1981), ISBN: 0-B2-81-197-8.

Vine, W.E., Expository Dictionary of New Testament Word€)ld Tappan, NJ:
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1966).

67



Webster, Noah,American Dictionary of the English Language 18285an Francisco,
CA: Foundation for American Christian Education, 1980), ISBN: 0-912498-
03-x.

Wilson, Jay, The Holy Spirit,(Bozeman, MT: 11" Hour Press, 2007),
www.newcreationstudies.org.

Wilson, Jay, The New Creation(Bozeman, MT: 11" Hour Press, 2007),
www.newcreationstudies.org.

Wilson, Ken, A Study Guide on the Mystery of AnggBuyallup, WA: Agape
Publishing).

AUDIO TAPES / CDS

Compton, Steve, Northwest Montana Family Camp, Intoductory Message
(Kalispell, MT: Christ’'s Church in the Valley, 2010).

Doty, Steve, Oregon Family Camp, Messages: (Pleasatill, OR: Pleasant Hill
Church of Christ, 2005).

Doty, Steve, Montana Family Camp, Message: (BozemaMT: Christ’'s Church in
Bozeman, 2004)

Hartford, Matthew, Oregon Family Camp (Pleasant Hil, OR: Pleasant Hill Church
of Christ, 2008).

68



